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Burundi 


Burundi: Premier Denies Plans To Close Rwandan 
Refugee Camps 


LD1602181596 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1700 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The prime minister of Burundi, 
Antoine Nduwayo, has been on an official visit to 
Belgium during which he met top Belgian and European 
Officials to make an appeal for economic aid. 


Burundi is in very difficult straits and its prime minister 
hopes Belgium will get the ball rolling in an interna- 
tional economic and financial aid drive. Otherwise, he 
said, economic chaos could ensue and wreck the peace 
and reconciliation efforts. 


In this connection, Antoine Nduwayo tned to reassure 
those who fear genocide might break out in his country, 
and also denied that the Rwandan refugee camps in his 
country are being closed. 


[Begin recording) [Nduwayc] Truly, the Burundi Gov- 
ernment has no intention of forcing the refugees to re- 
turn home. Not at all. 


(Unidentified correspondent} You said that people re- 
sponsible for the genocide in Rwanda have been dis- 
covered in the camps. Why have the Burundi authorities 
not arrested them and handed them over to the interna- 
tional tribunal? 


(Nduwayo] No, I did not say we discovered... [pauses] | 
believe | have been misunderstood. We say, we believe 
that there are such people and that if they return to 
Rwanda they will be identified. 


And I believe this is the reason why, as is known, why 
there are people preventing the refugees from returning. 
They tell them, if you go back you will be killed. 


The Rwandan Government recently sent a delegation 
comprising some of those who returned home, who 
came back to tell the others: Look, it is not true, | 
am alive, no one has been killed. And let me tell you, 
yesterday 3,000 went back to Rwanda of their own free 
will. Yesterday. 


What we think is that perhaps those with clear con- 
sciences are tempted to go back, and those with guilty 
consciences are trying to work out how to go to Tanza- 
mia. [end recording) 
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Burundi: FRODEBU in Belgium Says Nduwayo 
Sponsors Tutsi Militias 


BR1602160996 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 16 Feb 96 pS 


[Article by Marie-France Cros: "Prime Minister Chal- 
lenged’ | 


|FBIS Translated Text] The Belgian secuon of the Bu- 
rundian FRODEBU [Front for Democracy in Burundi], 
the majority party at the 1993 elections, held a press 
conference on Thursday [15 February] to protest the 
visit to Belgium by Burundian Prime Minister An- 
tone Nduwayo of the UPRONA [Unity for National 
Progress) opposition party, who heads the coalition gov- 
ernment. 


The speakers stated that violence has increased since 
the man they describe as “Bagaza’s cousin’ (a former 
dictator) has held office. They accuse him of being an 
‘extremist’ seeking to ensure "Hima supremacy” (the 
Hima are a sub-group of the Tutsis who monopolized 
power unt! 1994), sponsoring the activities of the 
Tutsi militias, and ‘responsible for the anu-Hutu ethnic 
cleansing.’ The FRODEBU also claims that Nduwayo 
‘1s sponsoring the assassination of government officials 
from the FRODEBU or their compulsory exile in order 
to systematically replace them with his own men of 
straw, either civilians or soldiers; These men are charged 
with speeding up the creeping anti-Hutu genocide (...) 
and preparing a genocide on a bigger scale, bigger than 
that of 1972." 


The speakers opposed increased Belgian aid to Burundi, 
which Nduwayo has come to request. But they do favor 
international military intervention against the Burundian 
Army which is “holding the population at bay.” 


The President Speaks for Nobody but Himself 


Burundian President Nubantunganya (FRODEBU) and 
Prime Minister Nduwayo have just written a joint letter 
to the United Nation's American representative rejecting 
any such intervention and calling for support for the 
“dynamic for peace and national reconciliation” which 
the Burundian Government has just launched. How 
is it possible to explain this difference between the 
Belgian section of the FRODEBU and the head of state 
who comes from the same party? “The president of 
the republic is a prisoner of a government agreement 
from which he 1s unable to extricate himself without 
the agreement of Nduwayo.” “The President speaks for 
nobody but himself, the FRODEBU has already made 
its position clear.” 


Do the speakers therefore support the Hutu guerrillas 
of the CNDD [National Council for the Defense of 
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Congo: Situation Said Relatively Calm in 
Brazzaville After Mutiny 


AB1702173596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 17 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) It appears there is a return to 
calm in the situation in Congo. From last night to today, 
things became relatively calm in Brazzaville, where 
former government miliuamen newly recruited into the 
Army mutinied to demand the regularization of their 
administrative and financial situauon. From Brazzaville, 
Bienvenu Boudimbou reports: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording] The tension dissipated 
somewhat after the military high command's meeting, 
which was held yesterday to define the modalities for 
regularizing cases that had been overlooked. As we 
ae broadcasting now, the committee set up for the 
circumstances 1s distributing their regimental numbers 
and salaries. According to official sources, this exercise 
could continue right through until 19 February, and tor 
good reason: The high command wants at the same me 
to physically register those concerned in order to avoid 
any possible infiltrations or fraud. 


Some hardliners among them have become impatient as 
a result of this, and do not want to give in until the 
government's promises are completely fulfilled. They 
are the very ones who, again this morning, dared to 
reoccupy the main access road to the Mpila armored 
squadron camp without, however, using their arms 
whereas traffic had started resuming slightly 


In short, the situation is returning to normal and the 
national authorities are now referring to the crisis in 
the past tense. In all, two people were killed from stray 
bullets, two others were run over by a military jeep, 
and about 40 others injured. The government will take 
charge of them. [end recording] 


Congo: Foreign Minister on Military Revolt, 
Economic Development 


LD1802213296 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 18 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} Our guest for our topical sub- 
ject 1s the Congolese foreign minister, who took part 
in the seventh ministerial conference of Francophone 
countries, which ended yesterday in Bordeaux, in south- 
west France, facing the Atlantic to be absolutely precise. 
During his absence from Brazzaville, a handful of the 
military have revolted. The mutineers are stil] continu- 
ing to negotiate with the authorities. However, they are 
adopting a fairly peaceful attitude. Speaking to Mune! 
Pomjonne, Congolese Foreign Minister Destin Arsene 
Tsaty Bongou commented first of all on the military up- 
rising: 
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[Begin Bongou recording | Democracy is a long process, 
a cultural process. One cannot belleve that in countries 
such as ours, where tor 40° years in Congo's case 

we have lived through one coup alter another, 
because a national conference has been held, because a 
Constituuon has been adopted, pulschist ambitions have 
disappeared. Thus, itis a battle, and what we appreciate 
is the fact that on bodies such as this one the French- 
speaking community has expressed loudly and clearly 
its solidarity with the African democrats, and above 
all that it has condemned coups d'etat without beating 
about the bush 


The danger lies in the fact that most of these countries 
that are taking the path of democracy do not have 
the kind of economic foundation that guarantees a fair 
distribulon of the national wealth. So, a democracy 
that is born into poverty is a democracy that is very 
unstable, and one can imagine that it 1s thanks to 
development...{pauses}| And this is why the support of 
the internauonal community for the countries and the 
regimes that want to establish democracy 1s a basic 
requirement if we wish to sateguard democracy in 
Africa. If the economic development does not take 
place, those opposed to democracy, and in particular 
those who have arms and do not want democracy, will 
find in this lack of economic development the breeding 
ground necessary tor them to be able to. establish 
themselves by force of arms. Thus, it is necessary 
for economic development to be able to go hand in 
hand with democracy. It is the economic development 
that will ensure that the democratic process becomes 
irreversible, because the men and women living in these 
countries will tind what they need through democracy, 
but the firmness with which the internauonal community 
has expressed itself with regard to Niger wall, of 
necessity, give pause to others who might also be 
tempted to halt the democratic process in countries 
where democracy ts in the process of being established. 
end recording] 


Congo: Recruits Still Oppose Resumption of 
Activities in Barracks 


ABI902143596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT7 19 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The situation is still tense in 
Congo and mainly in Brazzaville, the capital. The new 
Army recruits, who are sull expecting their status to 
he regularized, this morning opposed the resumpuon of 
every activity in the barracks located in the M'’Pila ward 
of the capital. The recruits recently demanded that the 
Army High Command should attnbute them regimental 
numbers to enable them to have military idenuty cards. 
The deadline they gave the authorities was yesterday at 
midnight at the latest. However, no gunshots were heard 
last night 
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Congo: Authorities Regularize Status of 
Disgruntled Militiamen 


AB1902181996 Paris AFP in French 
1559 GMT 19 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brazzaville, 19 Feb (AFP) — 
The Congolese authorities today regularized the admin- 
istrative status of more than 360 former militiamen re- 
cently recruited into the Army who have been rebelling 
in Brazzaville since 14 February, military and financial 
sources disclosed. The Army High Command late this 
morning gave disgruntled soldiers their military con- 
scription numbers to enable them to have military record 
books. The Pay Office of the Ministry of Finance on its 
part assigned the soldiers with salary registration num- 
bers. Financial sources point out that the first salary of 
these soldiers will be paid when civi! servants get their 
February pay. 


An AFP correspondent noted that about a dozen soldiers 
were seen looking at the list of their military conscript 
numbers ‘n front of the Army Engineers Unit adjacent to 
the Tank atallion and the Armored Regiment at Mpila 
early this afternoon. This morning, soldiers transferred 
to Mpila Barracks were refused entry to the barracks, 
however, according to a soldier, they were allowed to 
enter the barracks later in the morning. 


Some 360 former miliuamen, who were recently re- 
cruited into the Army, have been rebelling since 14 
February for the regularization of their status within the 
Army. Their uprising left four dead — two by stray 
bullets and two others run over by a military vehicle — 
and about 40 injured. 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Tribunal Names Hutus Indicted on 
Genocide Charges 

AB1902135596 Paris AFP in English 

0903 GMT 19 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Arusha, Tanzama, Feb 19 
(AFP) — The international criminal tribunal on Rwanda 
on Monday indicted two prominent Hutus on charges of 
genocide and crimes against humanity. 


The registrar of the tnbunal based here in northern 
Tanzania, Andronico Adede, said the prosecutor ‘has 
set forth in the indictment a prima facie case against 
the accused”, a former mayor and a former militia leader 
who are currently detained in Zambia. 


Jean-Paul Akayezu, 43, was the mayor of the central 
Rwandan city of Taba, where at least 2,000 minority 
Tutsis were killed in Rwanda’s 1994 bloodbath. 
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Militia leader George Rutaganda, 38, a former business- 
man, "is alleged to have participated in the massacres 
of Tutsis” at a school in Kigali, Adede said. 


The registrar added that special cells were being pre- 
pares at a prison here to hold suspects in the genocide 
in v hich Hutu extremists massacred more than 500,000 
Tuts s and moderate Hutus in 1994, 


Rwanda: Prime Minister Discusses Genocide Trial 
at News Briefing 


EA1802063596 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
OS5S15 GMT 18 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Rwandan prime minister, 
Right Honorable Pierre-Celestin Rwigyema, [words in- 
distinct] held a press conference in which he said his 
government was doing everything possible [so] that the 
courts in Rwanda may begin hearing genocide cases 
[words indistinct] as possible. 


The prime ministerr [words indistinct) would be run. He 
added that following the resolutions of the international! 
conference on genocide held in Kigali in November, 
national unity could only be possible after justice is 
done. Last November's resolutions also point to having 
special courts to deal with genocide [words indistinct] 
to appeal courts. 


The prime minister further said the genocide [words in- 
distinct] power to sentence those inside and outside the 
country. The courts will also dispense death sentences. 
Rt. Hon. Rwigyema said the genocide courts will deal 
with the genocide suspects in three categories: 


1. The planners of genocide; 
2. Those who implemented and oversaw genocide; 


3. Those who participated in the looting and other 
banditry activites but did not kill. 


When asked about the fate of kids under 14 years sus- 
pected of genocide, the prime minister said the Rwandan 
law does not punish children but that reeducation cen- 
ters would receive such minors 


Also present in the prime minister's press conference 
was the minister of justice, Hon. Martha Mukamurenzi. 
and the minister of information, Hon. Jean-Pierre Biz- 
imana. 


Rwanda: Minister Explains System for Trying 
Genocide Cases 

LD1802213796 Paris Radw France International 
in French 1730 GMT 18 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Rwanda, the first tnals of 
perpetrators of the genocide are to begin at the end of 
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March or the beginning of April. The announcement 
was made in Kigali by Prime Minister Pierre Celestin 
Rwigyema. Parliament is preparing to adopt a law that 
will determine how the tribunals operate. So, how are 
the courts going to work, according to what criteria? 
Jacqueline Papet put the question to the Rwandan 
Information Minister Jean- Pierre Bizimana: 


[Begin Bizimana recording] To begin with, there were 
three opuons: The creation of a specialized tribunal, the 
creation of specialized criminal courts, and the system 
of courts of assizes. After deliberation the government 
adopted the main criteria to be taken into consideration 
in any of these options. These criteria are the specific 
nature of the genocide, speed, the participation of 
the population, leading to stability, the specializauon 
Of magistrates, and the putting into categories of the 
perpetrators of the genocide, the principle of making 
deals, in other words (?with) the confessions of the 
perpetrators of the genocide. It is in the light of 
these principles that the Cabinet adopted the system 
of specialized courtrooms within the magistrates courts 
and within the courts of appeal. The people will not 
be specially selected, in other words, as under the jury 
system; they will be chosen at random. We have around 
60,000 prisoners waiting. There are large numbers of 
those suspected of having committed this crime. The 
Rwandan Government is also going to adopt a law to 
try people in their absence. [end recording] 


That was Rwandan Information Minister Jean-Pierre 
Bizimana. As for Anastase Gasana, the Rwandan min- 
ister for foreign affairs and cooperation, he arrived in 
Madrid today, Sunday, on a two-day visit to Spain. He 
will seek increased cooperation with Spain, particularly 
in the fields of health and education. After Madnd, 
Gasana is to travel to Paris, next Tuesday [20 Febru- 


ary}. 


Rwanda: Eritrean Foreign Minister Petros Begins 
3-Day Visit 


FA1602183396 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 16 Feb 9 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Eritrean minister for 
foreign affairs, Mr. Petros Solomon, has arrived in 
Rwanda for a three-day visit. He will discuss with the 
Rwandan leaders regional issues and matters of mutual 
interest. 


Concerning the dispute with Yemen on the Red Sea 
Island of Greater Hanish, the minister said Eritrea will 
wait for the decision of international arbitrators. He said 
the island belongs to Eritrea, because it belonged to 
the Italian colony of Eritrea, which was handed over to 
Ethiopia by a UN decision of 1952. 
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Zaire 


Zaire: UNHCR Official Confirms More Arrests in 
Refugee Camp 

AB1602074296 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] There are reports of more ar- 
rests of alleged intumidators in the Kibumba Rwandan 
refugee camp near Goma, in castern Zaire. Five were 
picked up on Tuesday [13 February] as Zainian troops 
were deployed to the camp, and pressure was pul on 
the refugees to pack their bags and go back home to 
Rwanda. Hardly anybody responded, and the refugees 
complained that the troops were restricung their move- 
ments. There have also been claims that the troops have 
been indulging in some looting in Kibumba. The UN. 
HCR said it was going to look into the claims. On the 
line, Josephine Hazely asked UNHCR spokesman Paul 
Stormburg what had been done: 


{Begin recording) [Stormburg] There were certain re- 
ports of the Zairian camp security contingent surpassing 
perhaps their mandate on Tuesday, initially, and as soon 
as we were apprised of this, we contacted the superior 
officers, and it apparently stopped. Their activities at 
this point include the confiscation of material involved 
in illegal commerce, but as long as that goes on we are 
still very attentive to possible excesses. We have liaison 
officers working with the contingent to avoid just that 
kind of thing. 


[Hazely] Do the troops have the nght to coniscate the 
belongings or the businesses of these retugees at all’ 


[Stormburg] Yes, they do. It is one of their orders 
to enforce law and order in the camps. The Zairian 
authorities have made it clear that they are now going 
to pul a stop to certain activites, which have never been 
approved such as bars and video stores, and they are at 
this point then enforcing these laws. 


{[Hazely] What about the mood among the Zainan 
troops’? How do you judge them” 


[Stormburg] Well, itis difficult. The troops we have had 
less contact with. The troops that have been deployed 
specifically for this, they have remained outside the 
camp as we were told they would. The contingent 
continue to do their work in the camp, and we obviously 
have very good collaboration with them. They are 
committed to carrying out their mandate 


|Hazely] Now, what about the repatriation effort itself? 
Are the refugees now attempting to go back in any 
significant numbers? 
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[Stormburg] No, in fact, the numbers [»n} Tuesday — 
the first day of this operauon — were, in fact, lower 
than average. It has risen slightly since. Today, we are 
expecting about 130 or 140 but, clearly, at the same 
time there is misinformation circulaung in the camps. 
We have even been told of political meetings in at least 
one camp, where refugees were told explicitly by their 
leaders not to return. So, when the number drops from 
— you know — the previous average, there is obviously 
something amiss. 


[Hazely} We have got this report just come through: 
I don’t know if you can confirm. We are hearing that 
Zairian troops are believed to have arrested 10 Rwandan 


refugees. 


[Stormburg] Yes, now, this is the information we have. 
Although, you know, it looks like an arrest no charges 
that we know of have been brought against these 
refugees. They have been separating them from the 
camp. The identity of the second five we can’t be sure 
of, but the best information we have at this point is 
indeed that |0 people have been taken from Kibumba. 
{end recording] 


Zaire: Government Crisis Said Gradually Easing 


AB1702173096 Paris AFP in French 
1843 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text} Kinshasa, 16 Feb, (AFP) — 
The week-long crisis raging within Kengo wa Dondo’s 
coalition government in Kinshasa is reportedly dying 
down and could rapidly be solved through a “negoti- 
ated” arrangement, politcal sources disclosed today in 
Kinshasa. 


The coalition government is made up of the Political 
Forces of the Conclave [FPC, member of the presiden- 
tial group] and the Union for the Republic and Democ- 
racy (URD, a moderate opposition party led by the 
prime minister and member of the radical opposition). 


The crisis, which remained latent for several weeks, 
suddenly exploded on 10 February. FPC ringleader 


Mandungu Bula Nyati, once again attacked the prime 
minister anc his associates, accusing them of having 
“violated” the transiuonal constituuon. He also called 
for a revision of the political agreements between the 
two partes. 


Mandungu Bula Nyati also demanded that new muinis- 
terial posts — finance, foreign affairs, and economy, 
currently being held by the URD — be given to his 
party. 


According to the same sources, there is sull no indi- 
cation that the prime minister wil! undertake a cabi- 
net reshuffle “under the pressure.” However, Mr. Kengo 
said he would reshuffle the cabinet two months ago. 


In the event of a cabinet reshuffle, the new attribuuon of 
ministerial posts will give some capacity to the moderate 
Opposition to resist pressure from the presidential group 


Already, the URD has asserted through its leader, 
Kamanda wa Kamanda, vice prime minister in charge of 
foreign affairs, that there was no reason to redistribute 
the ministerial posts which were equitably distributed 
between the two formations, in conformity with the 
terms of the politcal agreements signed between them. 


According to Kamanda wa Kamanda, the revision of 
the politcal agreements between the two formations 
would open the door for revisiung the clauses of the 
ensuing transiuonal constitution which must govern 
the institutions of the country unt the end of the 
transitional period. 


Informed circles, however, feel that the holding of 
new and long political negotiations will only lead to 
the postponement of the timetable for the holding of 
general elecuons (legislative and presidential) and of 
the constitutional referendum scheduled to take place 
before July 1997, 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea: Embassy Reveals Document on Solution to 
Disputed Island 


NC1802222796 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
2110 GMT 18 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Cairo, 18 Feb (MENA) — The 
Eritrean Embassy in Cairo today disseminated the text 
of a document that was submitted to French envoy Fran- 
cis Jokeman [as transliterated] on 3 February regarding 
Eritrea’s dispute with Yemen over the al-Hanish island. 
The document reiterated Eritrea’s stance that a final so- 
lution to the problem of the islands must be reached 
through international or other arbitration. The embassy 
noted that the Eritrean national legauion today met with 
the French mediator and his accompanying delegation, 
which includes French ambassador to Eritrea and Dyi- 
bout! Jean-Marie Mumal [jas transliterated] at the Er- 
itrean Foreign Ministry. During the meeting, the French 
meciator was handed the draft of an initial agreement. 
The embassy said that the Eritrean Government reit- 
erated its stance on the need for an agreement on the 
nature of the dispute first and foremost and that Eritrea 
is waiting for Yemen's reply. 


The document that the Entrean Embassy disseminated 
in Cairo involves two stages to solve the dispute. In the 
first stage hostility must be ended as a basic preparation 
for a permanent and comprehensive settlement. France, 
in its Capacity as observer, should supervise the effective 
end of the state of hosulity unul a final solution ts 
reached The document noted that the dispute that broke 
out has created a serious precedent of a state of war, 
obstacles, and grave consequences for the future and, 
thus, the means for endine his state of war must be 
studied. 


Regarding the second stage, the document said that ar- 
bitration must primarily involve specifying sovereignty 
over the islands archipelago and finding a settlement to 
this issue. It noted that the arbitration court must next 
consider the demarcation of the two countries’ sea bor- 
ders. The appointment of the arbitration court judges 
from the International Court of Justice must be made 
by a third neutral party, “in this case France’ with the 
agreement of Eritrea and Yemen, in accordance with 
standards to be agreed upon by both parties. The second 
Stage also states that the arbitration court should support 
the UN treaty on the law of the sea regarding demar- 
cation of borders and that both parties should agree on 
the retroactive conditions that the court will follow. 


The document emphasized that both parties must legally 
comply with the arbitration court decision. The agree- 
ment to be reached musi involve such matters as end- 
ing hostility and settling the issues of sovereignty and 
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demarcation of borders and must be submitted to the 
United Nations, the Security Council, the OAU, and the 
Arab League. 


Eritrea: Commission — Yemeni Draft Accord Fails 
To Address ‘Issues’ 


FA1902112396 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Arabic 1600 GMT 18 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text) The National Commission on 
the Zuqur-Hanish archipeiago dispute and mariume bor- 
der, on Sunday [18 February) morning, at the Foreign 
Ministry headquarters, received the French mediator, 
Mr. Francis Guunann and his delegation. 


The French mediator delivered a copy of a draft 
agreement of principle to the National Commission 


In a news conference regarding this matter, the conamis- 
sion said that from the draft agreement, it was evident 
that the Yemeni Government did not clearly address the 
fundamental issues submitted by the Eritrean Govern- 
ment to Yemen, through the French mediator, concern- 
ing the nature of the dispute. 


During the meeting, the Entrean Government reiterated 
its stand on the need to agree on the nature of the dispute 
before anything else. 


Eritrea: Commission Says No Draft Accord 
Received From Yemen 


FA1902192896 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 19 Feb 96 


[Press Statement No. 3/1996 issued by the Coinmission 
for the Delineation and Defense of the Mariume Sov- 
ereignty of the Hanish Archipelago, in Asmara on 19 
February 1996] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Government of the Repub- 
lic of Yemen is saying through AFP, AL-HAYAT, AL- 
AHRAM and so on that it has sent a draft accord to the 
State of Eritrea by way of the French mediator, Ambas- 
sador Francis Gutmann. As we stressed in our media 
statement No. 2/1996 of 18 February 1996, the Gov- 
ernment of the State of Eritrea clearly states that it has 
never received any draft accord from the Government 
of the Republic of Yemen either directly, or indirectly, 
or through any mediator, including Ambassador Francis 
Gutmann. 


The national commission reaffirms that inasmuch as the 
Government of the Republic of Yemen has failed to 
table any tangible and concrete proposals and has failed 
to respond to the proposals of the Government of the 
State of Eritrea, the French mediation has produced no 
result whatsoever. 
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Similarly, by refusing to respond positively to the 
constructive argument that the Government of the State 
of Eritrea has put on record on the prime cause of 
the dispute for arbitrition, the Government of the 
Republic of Yemen is obfuscaung the truth, indulging 
in meaningless (?classical jargon), and buying ume. 


Tanzania 


Tanzania: 100,000 Rv andan Refugees Agree To 
Voluntary Repatriation 


FA2002103096 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 20 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} About 100,000) Rwandan 
refugees in Negara District, Kagera region have 
accepted their government's call to go home to partici- 
pate in nation-building. The refugees assured Rwandan 
Prime Minister Pierre-Celesun Rwigyema, that they 
were tired of living as refugees and were ready to go 
home. 


Mr. Rwigyema, who ts on a two-day tour of Kagera 
region to persuade the refugees to go home, assured 
them of their security and that of their property once 
they were back in Rwanda. He also promised that they 
would return to their original homes, adding that his 
government would make itself responsible for evicting 
all the people who had occupied their homes since 1994. 


Addressing refugees at the Benako camp in Negara 
District yesterday, the Tanzanian minister of foreign 
affairs and internauional cooperation, Mr. Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete, reiterated that the Government of Tanzania 
would provide them with all kinds of assistance to 
render their voluntary repatriation successful. 


Rwandan Prime Minister Rwigyema will end his tour 
after visiting and addressing Rwandan refugees in 
Karagwe District, Kagera region 


Uganda 


Uganda: Lord's Resistance Army Rebels Attack 
Purongo 14 Feb 


FA1602181296 Kampala THE MONITOR in English 
16 Feb 9 pi 


[Article by John P’layur and Joseph Were} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Latest information available 
to THE MONITOR indicates that the rebels struck 
Purongo trading center along the Karuma-Pakwach 
Road on Wednesday, 14th February. This marks the 
first time in months that LRA [Lord's Resistance 
Army] rebels have staged attacks in the Murchison 
Falls National Park area ever since they were flushed 
deeper into Sudan by a Sudan People’s Liberation 
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Army, SPLA, offensive late last October. The attackers 
are believed to be part of about S00 Kony rebels who 
crossed into Uganda from the Sudan about two weeks 
ago. 


Army sources, however, deny there is any fght- 
ing around the Murchison Falls Nauonal Park area 
Brigadier Mugume said that his orces have had no 
contact” with the rebels and that the Wednesday attack 
was the rebels’ first since they crossed into the Kitak 
area. 


But civilian reports from the area paint a completely 
different picture. One transporter who plies the Gulu 
route and wanted to be referred to only as Alex, told 
THE MONITOR tn Kampala yesterday that his brother 
rang him trom Gulu confirming that there had been 
fighting in Purongo. He was quoting a vicum of the 
fighting who escaped and reached the town 


Commenting on reports that the latest LRA attack 
Is Meant to pave the way for a major Sudanese 
Government offensive against SPLA rebels just south of 
the vorder, Brigadier Mugume said that the latest Kony 
incursion into Uganda is of no strategic significance. ‘It 
is just that they managed to break through SPLA lines, 
that’s all,” he said. [passage omitted] 


Uganda: Lord’s Resistance Army Rebels Kill 12 in 
Attack 


EA1002182996 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 16 Feb 96 pl 


[Article by Emmy Allio: “Kony Rebels Kall 12 in Park 
Raid |} 

(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Joseph Kony’s Lord's Re- 
sistance [Army], LRA, rebels on Wednesday | 14 Febru- 
ary} attacked Purongo trading center in Murchison Falls 
National Park in Gulu District, killing 12 people and ab- 
ducting a number of others. The heavily armed rebels, 
who also carried anupersonnel and anutank land mines 
burned down around 100 houses and looted tood and 
livestock in the area. They also burned two trucks and 
a tractor, Those killed included the sub-county chiet, 
Purongo, w’ «* identity cculd not be established yes- 
terday. [pas mutted } 


Uganda: 11 K ©) Rebels, Five Soldiers Wounded in 


17 Feb Fighting 
FA1902171096 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 19 Feb96 pl 


[Article by Emmy Allio and Billie O'Kademen: Eleven 
Rebels Killed, Five Soldiers Wounded’ | 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Eleven Kony rebels were 
killed and five soldiers wounded in fierce fighung on 
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Saturday {17 February] night and yesterday morning. 
An unspecified number of rebels were also injured and 
four captured in the latest battle between the Uganda 
Peoples Defens* Forces [UPDF] and the rebel Lord's 
Resistance Army at Akalo-Chan in Lamog: Division in 
Kilak County, Gulu District. 


The fourth division intelligence officer, Major Charles 
Angina, confirmed the fighung and oud: “Ten of the 
rebels were killed on Saturday evening and another was 
killed today (Sunday). The Army is pursuing them in 
the direcuon of Olinga” Major Angina said. 


One of the tour rebels captured in the battle, Richard 
Opio, 13, told THE NEW VISION yesterday that the 
UPDF attack found them preparing a meal. “We had not 
had ume to cook for days, so we sat down to prepare 
to cook. We heard gunshots all over. There was little 
chance lett. Many were killed,” said Opio, son of Matiya 
Odoki of Kilak County. Opio was captured with a sub- 
machine-gun with 132 rounds of ammunition. 


Major Angina said the rebels fleeing toward Olinya were 
hetween 200 and 300. “The rebels lett behind a lot ot 
their equipment. The Army is still collecting it,” the 
officer said 


The rebels were attacked by the UPDF 64rd Battalion 
led by Major Katende and the home guards were led by 
Capt. Kidegpa. 


Another of the those captured yesterday, Michael Acire, 
19, son of Wilham Olok of Atuak Division in Kalak 
County, said 554 rebels left Sudan late last month, each 
one carrying an antipersonnel mine. He said they were 
also given SO antitank mines by the Sudanese military. 
He said in the Akalo-Chan battle on Saturday, their 
leader, Otu Lagony, was shot and injured and a bullet 
is Stull lodged in the right side of his body. “They were 
Struggling to remove it,” he said. Acire was captured 
with a rifle with three magazines. 


In another development, a splinter group of rebe!s on 
Saturday evening ambushed a Datsun pick-up Regis- 
trauon Number UXJ 723 at Ayam area on Alero-Gulu 
road. They set the seven of its occupants. [sentence as 
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published] Military authorites contirmed the incident 
and said the driver of the vehicle (name not yet known) 
escaped on Sunday morning. The vehicle was loaded 
with food, which the rebels reportedly loaded on their 
abductees 


The Army in Gulu said UPDF soldiers and home yuards 
have been deployed in Kilak County to pursue the rebels 
in the hilly and forested areas of the county. [passage 
omitted | 


UPDF sources said by Friday morning the rebels had 
heen forced to flee to Guru Guru Hills in Amur Division, 
40 miles west of Gulu town. “Since Thursday, we have 
not given them any rest. They reached close to Aler 
and the vast woodlands leading to Guru Guru Hills 
We are pursuing them, Mayor Angina, said yesterday 
[passage omitted] 


Uganda: People’s Party Withdraws From 
Presidential Elections 

£A1902191896 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1400 GMT 19 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) One of the presidential can- 
didates in the forthcoming elections and founder of 
the Uganda People’s Party, Hay Sulaiman Masaba, has 
withdrawn his paty’s participation in the forthcoming 
presidental campaigns. Haji Masaba made the with- 
drawal declaration over the weekend in Mbale. He was 
among a group of Mbale District leaders, who included 
RC’s [Resistance Councils}, religious leaders, Mbale Is 
lamic Universtty leaders, together with some prominent 
business people, who called on President Yower Mu- 
seveni at the State Lodge to discuss with him issues 
concerning development in the district 


Hay: Masaba explained that he had decided to withdraw 
from the presidential Campaign because, like most of 
Ugandans, he 1s impressed by the development achieved 
by the NRM [National Resistance Movement]. He said 
that he formed his party to give people a share in 
national politics, but added that he wall not be active 
unul after five years. [passage omitted] 
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South Africa: Premier Tokyo Sexwale Comments 
on U.S., Cuba Visits 


MB2002071996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2212 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Feb 19 
SAPA — A Gauteng delegation’s visit to the United 


States, Switzerland, and Cuba was an important part of 


convincing major investors of economic oppor niles 
in the new South Africa, Premier Tokyo Sexwale said 
on Monday. 


Addressing a media briefing at Johannesburg Airport 
after his return from Cuba, he said the delegation’s 
message had been clear: South Africa was open for 
business and South Africans were ready to do business. 


"Our objectives were simple: to promote economic ties 
and trade, to cement and promote investments, to make 
new friends for South Africa, to strengthen relations 
with old friends, and to consolidate work done by 
President (Nelson) Mandela and other leaders.” 


The premier was accompanied on the two-week trip by 
senior Gauteng officials and business people, including 
financiers, bankers and investo:s. 


"The trip managed to open doors and opportunities 
which will help the country on the road to greater 
economic success,” Sexwale said. 


“We also managed to thank those people who pledged 
solidarity with us during our struggle against apartheid.” 


The delegation visited Washington, Atlanta, New york, 
Orange County in California, Los angeles and San 
Francisco while in the U.S. They met Vice-President 
Al Gore and Acting Secretary of State Peter Tarnoff. 


"The talks were also aimed at exploring the pos- 
sibility of increasing American involvement in the 
South African economy through the U.S entering into 
joint ventures with their counterparts in South Africa,” 
Sexwale said. 


His delegation had, as part of his government's anti- 
crime campaign, made a special effort to see crime- 
fighting programmes on the streets of New York. 


“We were amazed at what they had achieved and how 
simply,” he said, adding: “they hold each commissioner 
accountable for his area. They expect a commitment 
from commissioners on how they are going to reduce 
crime in their sectors, and they are held to that.” 


Sexwale said in Cuba he had met high officials including 
the ministers of foreign affairs, education and health. 
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"| did not have a meeting with (President Fidel) Castro 
because ii is not easy to just meet with the head of state 
of another country." 


Cuba was the “number-one country” in medicine and 
medical technology, Sexwale said. 


"It was important for a country like us to see how they 
handle their health service.” 


His delegation had invited several dignitaries, including 
the governors of Georgia and California and Cuba's 
foreign minister and health minister, to visit South 
Africa. 


South Africa: Danish Queen Arrives, Receives 
Award From Mandela 


MB1802155996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0907 GMT 18 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} PRETORIA Feb 18 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Sunday bestowed the 
Order of Good Hope on Queen Margrethe II of Denmark 
in Pretoria, saying it was a great honour to do so. 


Mandela said the presentation was out of appreciation 
for “the wonderful and solid support you gave us during 
the most difficult days of our struggle’. 


“Her majesty deserves more than this, but it contains all 
our appreciation,” he said. 


The Order of Good Hope Class 1 — Grand Cross 
(Gold) — is the highest award given to foreigners who 
contributed to South Africa's well-being. 


Queen Margrethe had in the past taken an active interest 
in the promotion of democracy and human rights in the 
country. Denmark was on the forefront of the struggle 
against apartheid and introduced some of the most 
punitive sanctions against the old regime. 


On Sunday the queen said she was touched by Man- 
dela’s kind words. She in turn presented him with the 
Danish Order of the Elephant, saying that it was with 
the best wishes and admiration of the people of Den- 
mark. 


In Denmark the elephant symbolises Christianity, 
chastity and purity. 


Queen Margrethe arrived in the country on Sunday 
morning for a week-long visit. 
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South Africa: Swazi Labor Situation Offers 


‘Opportunity’ to COSATU 
MB1602132596 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 16 Feb 96 p15 


(Report by Amrit Manga] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Swaziland’s trade union feder- 
ation demonstrated an impressive organisational capac- 
ity two weeks ago when it mobilised its membership for 
a general strike. One would be tempted to draw com- 
parisons with democratic trade unions in South Africa, 
which have never really attempted, or succeeded, in 
sustaining a general strike for a week, as happened in 
Swaziland. But logistical differences make such a com- 
parison impossible. 

Nevertheless, given that the trade union movement in 
Swaziland is relatively young when compared to South 
Africa, its show of strength deserves to be commended. 


However, no matter how organised and resilient the 
democratic trade union movement in the kingdom is, it 
will not succeed on its own in its aim of democratising 
the country. The democratic labour movement in South 
Africa would know that better than any other in the 
world. Objective restrictions imposed by the Swazis’ 
lack of resources could seriously limit the impact of 
industrial action. And it is at this level that the role 
of the South African labour movement assumes such 
critical and strategic importance. 


South African workers must begin to use the [word 
indistinct} they won as a result of the democratisation 
process here to pressure governments in other countries 
which continue to deny their citizens basic rights — 
rights which we have come to take for granted since 


April 1994. 


Swaziland offers the ideal opportunity for COSATU 
(Congress of South African Trade Unions] to demon- 
strate its Commi..Aent to solidarity action in support of 
democratisation. 


How the federation conducts itself in support of the 
Swazi workers’ struggle will provide important insights 
into how South African trade unions will relate to their 
counterparts elsewhere in Africa, especially southern 
Africa, on matters beyond political struggles. 


Solidarity in the field of organised labour in the region is 
becoming increasingly important as South Africa begins 
to normalise relations with its African neighbours. 

More important, powerful international economic forces 
are working hard to turn the entire southern African re- 


gion into a completely open and free trade zone into 
which they could easily dump manufactured commodi- 
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ties, while al the same me conUnuing to extract raw 
materials at favourable prices. 


Pressure from agencies such as the International Mon- 
etary Fund to liberalise trade in the region increased 
in the early part of this decade when it became appar- 
ent that South Africa would rejoin the southern African 
community after the switch to majority rule. There must 
be good reas wns from the point of view of the industri- 
alised Europe and the United States of America to en- 
sure that whatever economic grouping emerged in the 
region, it would remain wide open to exports from in- 
dustrialised countries. 


Their approach has litde regard for strengths and 
weaknesses of individual countries in the region and 
prefers that a regional approach to structural adjustment 
be pursued relentlessly and uniformly across Southern 
Africa. 


This will not necessarily take into accoun{ the needs 
of workers in each country, which in the end will 
be determined by specific economic and industrial 
conditions. In any case, the pressure will continue to 
mount and workers will have to unite to fend off any 
measures that in the end compromise job security, stunt 
economic growth and generally impact negatively on 
the poor. 


Given that the pressure will be focused on achieving a 
regional outcome, organised labour will have to act as 
a regional unit. 


Take for example the possibility that the Southern 
African Customs Union could be upgraded into a 
common market. The consequences for labour could be 
Significant, given that common markets generally tend 
to allow for the free movement of labour and capital. 
This will more than likely reduce the cost of labour 
all over the region, with South African workers coming 
under the greatest pressure. 


Already, South African factories are in the process of 
relocating to the cheaper labour markets north of South 
Africa rather than operate under the watchful eye of 
organised labour here. Jobs are also coming under threat 
from a reduction in tariffs on imports from countries like 
Zimbabwe as South Africa races to meet its international 
obligations to open the country to global competition. 


COSATU's approach to solidarity action in the Swazi 
workers struggle will offer important lessons as to how 
best to organise regional solidarity in response to these 


pressures. 
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South Africa: Nzo Meets Algerian Envoy To 
‘Smooth’ Diplomatic Relations 


MB2002131196 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
met Algeria's ambassador to South Africa, Mr. (Said 
Katuni), in Pretoria this morning in an attempt to smooth 
diplomatic relations with Algeria. 


Yesterday Algeria issued a formal protest over Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela's recent meeting with a leading 
member of Algeria's outlawed Islamic Salvation Front. 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Peter Swanepoel declined 
to comment on the nature of this morning's talks, but 
said the meeting was a follow-up to a protest note sent 
by the Algerian Government this week. Arab ambas- 
sadors are expected to discuss the matter in Pretoria 
later today. 


South Africa: Mandela Reassures Afrikaners of 
Future Role in Nation 


MB1902140396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1240 GMT 19 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) POTCHEFSTROOM Feb 19 
SAPA — Young Afrikaners had too much potential and 
too much to offer South Africa to let themselves become 
marginalised, President Nelson Mandela said to ringing 
applause at Potchefstroom University on Monday. 


Speaking as leader of the African National Congress, 
he was given a rousing reception and several standing 
ovations by about 1,000 students at the mainly Afrikaans 
university, of which National Party leader F W de Klerk 
is the chancellor. Using the opportunity to reassure 
young Afrikaners of their future in a new South Africa, 
he told the students they could make an exceptional 
and central contribution to the future development of 
the country. 


Of cardinal importance was that they remain part of the 
mainstream of the economic and politcal world. There 
was no meaningful future for anyone withdrawing or 
separating from it, he said. South Africa was building 
a new home for ali its people, a place in which 
the spectrum of races, languages, cultures and beliefs 
would be secure. Everyone should feel safe, have job 
opportunities and enjoy basic living standards and equal 
opportunities and facilites. 


South Afnca’s new patriotism involved people asking 
how they could contribute to making progress and peace 
a reality. This new patriotism was not a choice between 
Afrikanerdom and South Afrikanerism. It was the merg- 
ing of Afrikanensm with broader South Africanism. “I 
want you to join me in the task of nation building,” he 
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said to applause. "Now | am nearing the end, | want to 
sleep in eternity with a broad smile on my face.” Man- 
dela urged the youth and all South Africans to reach 
out across the colour line and seek peaceful soluuions 
for the country, 


He said three things worried Afrikaners: affirmative 
acuion, the Truth and Reconciliauion Commission and 
the arrest of Gen Magnus Malan and other senior 
security force officers on murder charges. He said 
Afrikaners had nothing to fear from affirmative action. 
Afrikaners had complained they would lose jobs under 
an ANC government, but in the Eastern Cape 18,000 
public servants were to lose their jobs and in Northwest 
thousands more. These were all black people. “There 
is nO reason why you should fear affirmative acuon. 
The civil service is predominantly white and this is not 
acceptable. We have to rationalise but nobody will be 
thrown out on to the street.” 


The Truth and Reconciliauon Commission represented 
all parties. There should be no fear by people giving 
evidence before it. On Malan’s arrest, he repeated his 
refusal to interfere w?th the administration of justice 
in the courts. The courts were not part of the ANC and 
would decide the case against Malan and others on their 
own. 


South Africa: Mandela Rebukes Black Criticism of 
Reconciliation Efforts 


MB2002071496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English O5S00 GMT 20 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Nelson Mandela 
has rebuked blacks who criticize his efforts to recon- 
cile South Africans across the color line. Speaking at 
Potchefstroom University after a warm welcome, Mr. 
Mandela said he had not been left embittered by his 
humiliation at former president P.W. Botha’s precon- 
ditions to talks in the four years preceding his release 
from prison in 1990. Instead, he was again ready to hu- 
miliate himself for the good of the country. 


He said he was being criticized by what he called peace 
time heroes, whom he described as blacks who had 
never known the struggle, and who had never been 
detained. [passage omitted] 


South Africa: Mandela Studying National 
Intelligence Report on Spying 


MB1902150696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 19 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela 1s 
studying a report by the National Intelligence Coordi- 
nating Committee on alleged spying on senior police 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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officers. National Intelligence spokesperson (Mo Shaik) 
told our Pretoria news offices that they were not pre- 
pared to make public the content of the report because 
of the sensitivity of the issue. However, a Sunday news- 
paper alleged that the internal investigation by the NIA 
(National Intelligence Agency] had cleared the intelli- 
gence services of involvement. It also claimed that loose 
wires found in Commissioner (Sharmah Maharaj's) of- 
fice had been for an internal recording device. 


South Africa: Official Says No Discrimination 
Against Whites in Layoffs 


MB1602105396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1041 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 16 SAPA 
— Whites would not be discriminated against in civil 
service retrenchments, Public Service and Administra- 
ton Minister Zola Skweyiya said on Friday. 


"Surely all South Africans are equal and should be 
treated equally", he said. Skweyiya was replying to 
fears that white civil servants would lose their jobs as 
government prepares to rationalise the public service, 
which stands at more than |.2 million employees. 


However, there had been a misunderstanding over the 
"so-called constitutional guarantees” of job security for 
public servants. This did not mean that workers could 
not be retrenched, but that all relevant labour legislation 
and the principles of fair labour practice and natural 
justice would have to be adhered to. 


Attempts to reduce South Africa's bloated public ser- 
vice to its correct size would almost inevitably mean 
that people would suffer the hardship and trauma of re- 
trenchments, Skweyiya said. "However, all reasonable 
and practically viable mechanisms will be explored in 
cushioning the impact of such an exercise on staff." This 
would have to be done in consultation with organised 
labour and could involve posts being frozen, natural at- 
trition, redeployment, as well as retraining and voluntary 
retirements. 


South Africa: Energy Minister Signs Agreement To 
Prevent Mine Closures 


MB1602203096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1505 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Feb 16 
SAPA — Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha signed documents Friday allowing three ailing 
Freegold shafts under threat of closure a special dispen- 
sauion to operate on Sundays, a statement said. 


The government go-ahead followed negotiations dunng 
the last two weeks between the management of Anglo 
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American's Freegold —- South Africa's largest gold 
producer — and the representatives of six mining unions 
and employee associauons. 


Anglo American said the signing signaled “a major step 
forward in workplace tn-parusm in the South Atnean 
gold mining industry”. 


Last month Freegold announced that five of its shafts 
would be closed and 10,000 workers retrenched by the 
end of March unless the mines could be returned to 
profitability. It said during the last three months of last 
year, the five .hafts had lost R40 [rands} million 


Management, unions and the associations agreed to a 
plan on January °5 establishing representative action 
committees at each of the affected shafts to come 
up with solutions to address the shafts particular 
difficulues. 

Earlier this week, the representatives at the Saaiplaas 4 
and 4 shafts and Freddies 9 shaft signed an agreement 
to switch from an eleven-day fortnight work cycle to a 
twelve-days-on-two-days-off work cycle. 


The action committees were still negouaung on plans to 
save the other two affected shafts under threat, namely 
Western Holdings 3 and 7. 


The company said should the changes !m work practice 
prove successful, the changes could assist other shafts 
to stay viable in the face of risin? costs and the current 
marginally stronger gold price. 


South Africa: Defense Minister—Modern Navy 
Needed To Help Neighbors 


MB1602125196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1214 GMT 16 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 16 SAPA 
— South Africa needed a modern navy, not only to 
defend its territorial waters, but to assist its neighbours, 
Defence Minister Joe Modise said on Friday 


Modise, who is also chairman of the Southern African 
Development Community's Interstate Defence and Se- 
curity Committee, said South Africa was under “enor- 
mous pressure’ from Mozambique to assist in protecung 
its territorial waters. “They say their marine life is being 
plundered.” 


The Tanzanians had also asked for South African 
assistance, while the Organisation of Afncan Unity 
wanted help in ending toxic waste dumping on Somalian 
shores. “I was a bit taken aback. I expected them (the 
OAV) to go to Egypt, Algeria or Nigeria, but they said 
South Africa must help,” he told a diplomatic and media 
briefing in Cape Town. Toxic waste on Somali shores 
could also affect South Africa, Modise warned 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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South Africa: KwaZulu Chief—IFP Key to Success 
of Peace Gathering 


MB1902151396 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
19 Feb 96 p3 


[Report by Sipho Khumalo) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Congress of Traditional 
Leaders of SA [South Africa} [Contralesa] in KwaZulu- 
Natal says it fully backs the peace imbizo [Zulu national 
gathering) currently being spearheaded by President 
Nelson Mandela but suspects the Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP} will not go along with the initiative. 


Contralesa’s KwaZulu-Natal head Chief Zibuse Mlaba 
says he suspects the IFP and chiefs aligned to the party 
will impose pre-conditions aimed at “frustrating” the 
imbizo. 

Mlaba spoke to SOWETAN yesterday after a weekend 
mecting at Ulundi of more than 300 IFP-aligned chiefs. 


In a short statement issued after the meeting the chiefs 
resolved to attend the preliminary meeting in order to 
have “heart to heart" discussions in the presence of Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela and King Goodwill Zwelithini. 
They said such a meeting would allow them to discuss 
the “whole” situation in KwaZulu-Natal and confer with 
Zwelithini on the “advisability” of holding the proposed 
imbizo. 

Mlaba said he suspected that the IFP would stage a "go- 
slow” to ensure that the imbizo was not a success. 


“Inkatha is worried by the current independent position 
of the king, hence they talk about the king being 
spiritually exiled. They have been perpetuating the idea 
that the king is in the pocket of the ANC and until such 
time that they view the king as in their pocket they 
will not want to see His Majesty calling a successful 
imbizo,” said Mlaba. 

If such an imbizo takes place the IFP will be concerned 
that it will have the effect of promoting Mandela. 


“But I am convinced that if it takes place and the king 
explains his independent position to the nation and urges 
them to give peace a chance, levels of tension in the 
province and in the hostels will decline,” Mlaba said. 


Those close to the process said preconditions for the 
imbizo are likely to be imposed on Mandela and the 
king. 

These preconditions, say sources, will include demands 
that Mandela apologise for the Shell House shootings, 
that chiefs be paid by provincial governments, that 
central government leave the Ingonyama Trust Act 
intact and that international mediation get under way 
before the imbizo begins. The sources say the IFP- 
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aligned chiefs will also demand that the king accepts 
Buthelezi as the “traditional prime minister” of the Zulu 
nauion, 


South Africa: Buthelezi Warns of Creeping 
‘One-Party Statehood’ 


MB1902150196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1358 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 19 SAPA 
— Unless the prevailing strong centralist and auto- 
cratic tendencies were reversed, South Africans would 
soon live under a single, monolithic power structure 
which would not tolerate any political opposition or 
competition, Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi said on Monday. 


There were already far-sighted academic voices to be 
heard warning about the dangers of creeping authori- 
tarianism and one-party statehood, Buthelezi said in ° 
memorandum to visiting Danish Foreign Minister Niels 
Helveg Petersen. One should not lightly dismiss these 
views or concerns. "In African contexts, power domina- 
tion and political control or patronage often determine 
voters’ allegiances,” he said. 


Substantial voter support was not likely to shift from 
one party to another because of opinion movements or 
ideolo, cal realignments, thereby enabling the party in 
power to go unchallenged in the development of its poli- 
cies and governance actions for as long at it remained in 
power. This phenomenon justified and explained the fact 
that since coming to power the ANC, as the National 
Party before it, had targeted its policies towards the de- 
struction of any area of autonomous power within so- 
ciety ang within the structure of governmeat, Buthelezi 
said. . 


South Africa: Afrikaans Fund Seeks Help of De 
Klerk, Viljoen Against SABC 


MB1802203696 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 18 Feb 96 p7 


(Report by Piet Muller) 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Legal representatives of 
the Junior Dispatch Riders’ Save Afrikaans Fund will 
personally be in Cape Town tomorrow to enlist the 
support of Deputy President F.W. de Klerk and General 
Constand Viljoen for a forthcoming court case against 
the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] 
and the Independent Broadcasting Authority over the 
reduced broadcasting in Afrikaans. 


Johan van Huyssteen, chief attorney in the case for 
Afrikaans, said he was encouraged by Roelf Meyer's 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and <) on 
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words last week that he was prepared to fight for the 
rights of Afrikaans. 


Last week, Meyer stated in RAPPORT — in his first 
statement after being named National Party secretary 
general — that "it was only right for the NP to fight for 
the rights of Afrikaans.” 


Van Huyssteen said that he was to visit Freedom Front 
leader Constand Viljoen as well to solicit his support 
for the struggle. He would also try to contact the 
Democratic Party. 


According to Van Huuyssten, the Save Afrikaans Fund 
will on Friday “issue an application asking the Inde- 
pendent Broadcasting Authority to ensure that SABC 
transmissions were in line with the condit' ‘ns of its 
broadcasting license.” 


The court will also be asked to protect the rights of 
languages in accordance with the constitution. [passage 
omitted] 


South Africa: Editorial Warns NP Against Ignoring 
Minority Interests 


MB1802194396 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 18 Feb 96 p 20 


(Editorial: "NP Choice’ ] 


(FBIS Translated Text) Important appointments by the 
National Party [NP] over the past two weeks indicate 
it is gradually trying to transform itself into a multi- 
cultural party for the masses, one that appeals to the 
black electorate. 


Roelf Meyer's appointment as the party's secretary gen- 
eral, Chris Fismer's shift to the Constitutional Develop- 
ment portfolio, and the promotion of John Mavuso and 
Fanus Schoeman convey very clearly the message of a 
new direction. 


The shift ended, albeit temporarily, the NP's internal 
ambivalence, which has existed for more than a year. 
The faction that wants the party to focus mainly on 
minority interests, and in the process make allies with 
other parties sharing the same ideals, has apparently 
been defeated. 


It is not inexplicable why the NP has chosen this course. 
Any party or group that wants to claim the status of an 
alternative government, will, as a matter of necessity, 
have to direct itself toward the black electorate. 


However, the NP has thus far failed to spell out clearly 
how it wants to break through to the millions of black 
voters currently making up the ANC’s power base. It is 
imperative that the party becomes clear in this regard, as 
the Africa experience shows that supporters of liberation 
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movements virtually never cross the chasm between 
such organizations and opposiuion parties. The NP hopes 
to be an excepuon, 


Two factors complicate the NP’s objective. The first is 
the NP’s nature as a multi-headed political “liberation” 
front trying to create a haven for all — from communist 
to free market supporter, from black nationalist to 
outspoken socialist, 


Secondly, the NP is being hampered by its historic role 
as a champion of apartheid, no matter how hard it tries 
to shake off this piece of history, 


For the NP to make any impact on black voters, it will 
have to express their sentiments primarily, even better 
than the ANC if possible. 


And how is it to do this, especially when those 
sentiments are increasingly and gradually conflicting 
with minority interests? Matters such as independent 
culturally-oriented education, affirmative action, land 
rights, economic equalization, language, and many oth- 
ers have, during the past few weeks and months, led to 
fricuon between minority and majority interests. 


For any political party, including the NP, it would be 
an impossible task to try and “sit on both these chairs.” 
Besides, it would be a gross deception, because the two 
courses represent divergent views about democracy and 
the future of South Africa. The one stresses the pluralis- 
tic nature of the population with the respective commu- 
nities as building blocks for the broade? society; while 
the other subordinates cultural and other differences to 
the South African version of the American “melting 
pot.” [preceding two words in English) 


With the NP apparently committed to its new course, the 
future of minority interests and a pluralistic democracy 
per se becomes more of an issue than ever before. 
Only smaller parties such as the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
the Freedom Front, and to some extent the Democratic 
Party can be seen as having championed those minority 
aspirations during the constitution-writing process. 


Nevertheless, the bigger parties would be doing them- 
selves and the country a disservice by underestimating 
the potential force of minority interests in their quest for 
majority support at the polls. In the collective numbers 
of minorities and their legitimate claim to justice, there 
lurks a latent political force that has to be taken very 
seriously. Alliance politics do not have to stand back 
for mass politics. 


Should these interests not be worded emphatically and 
Clearly in the final constitution, the new dispensation 
will, from its very onset, have major shortcomings that 
will be difficult to correct later. 


8 report may contain copyrighted mater:al Copying and dissemination 
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South African Press Review for 19 Feb 
MB19021 34896 


(FBIS Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Rand's Fall Called Sign of Fragile Contidence — The 
lead editorial in the Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English on 18 February, page 26, says the recent sudden 


fall in the value of the rand indicates “the fragility of 


confidence” in the stability of South Africa. "However 
loudly we proclaim...the virtues of ‘the rainbow nation’, 
and however benign the feelings of foreign countries to- 
wards us, the truth is that we carry on our back the bur- 
den of Africa’s failures. Among investors, faith in this 
continent is paper-thin.” The editorial, nouung that the 
rand’s plunge began with rumors that President Mandela 
had suffered a heart attack, said the president remains 
“the pivot of international confidence in our future. 
There is nobody else to provide that assurance. Deputy 
President de Klerk dwindles as his power base crumbles, 
and as his judgment proves increasingly flawed. More to 
the point, Deputy President Mbeki, the anointed crown 
prince, simply does not inspire confidence....Whereas 
Mr Mandela projects warmth of spirit and generos- 
ity, Mr Mbeki appears manipulative and calculating. 
Where Mr Mandela has reached out to nervous minori- 
lies, especially Afrikaners and rightwingers, Mr Mbeki 
has become associated with the angry Afric anist wing 
of our politics. Where Mr Mandela inspires affection, 
even love, Mr Mbeki evokes uncertainty and fear.” The 
prospect of Mbeki replacing Mandela “inspires great 
nervousness,” the editorial continues, adding: “That is a 
fact that we shall have to bear in mind as we approach 
1999, when Mr Mandela is destined to step down. By 
then, if we hope to escape a grave crisis of confidence, 
the financial reconstruction of the country must be com- 
plete, the budget under tight control, the bureaucracies 
trimmed down and properly run, and fraud reduced to 
no more than normal proportions....Beyond that, the sec- 
ond rank of the ANC leadership will have to convince 
the world that it is able and willing to carry on the poli- 
cies of reconciliation that have made Mr Mandela an 
internauonal symbol of peace.” | 


THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT 


Mandela Has Reasons for Qadhdhafi, Castro Invitations 
— The leaders of Cuba and Libya were “allies in the 
struggle against apartheid” and “they deserve a gesture 
of gratitude,” says an 18 February editorial on page || 
of Johannesburg THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT in 
English. “It is not in South Africa's interests to deny 
the history of the struggle” and “among the world's 
statesmen, there is no one except Mandela who has 
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the moral stature to offer this encouragement —— and 
has the ear of these men and their trust.” Even tormer 
Prime Minister Thatcher met F.W. de Klerk “when he 
was the leader of a government that espoused statutory 
discrimination”, Nelson Mandela is “great when he's 
doing and saying comfortable things” and “we're not 
so happy when he steps out of line, when he doesn’t 
conform to our norms". 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Serious’ Impact of Mandela Departure -— Last’s 
week's rumor that Mandela had fallen ill, says an 
editorial on page 12, in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 19 February, “has awoken South 
Africans to the fact that their growing opumism with 
regard to political transition and economic stability is 
not altogether shared in internauional markets. Overseas 
investors see in Mandela the symbol of change, and 
this translates into belief that he is the primary force 
holding the country together.” Even though everyone 
knows that Mandela will retire in three years, the idea 
Of his passing is seen by the international community as 
“calamitous” for his people. In tact, some “trade doors 
would close” altogether. It is worth noting that now 
S uth Africa “is firmly tied into the global economy, 
and local economic foolishness is nigh impossible — 
and would probably be political suicide if attempted’. 


South African Press Review for 20 Feb 
MB20021 10896 


(FBIS Report} 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Why Did The Bank Stand Aloof?’ — “Panic selling 
that dragged the rand’s external value to record lows 1s 
likely to be repeated,” states the lead editorial on page- 
12 of Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 
February, ‘unless lessons are learned from the past day's 
chaos.” The cowntry s sudden crash on the “flimisiest 
rumor that President Mandela was ill should confirm 
the “unfortunate perceptions about South Africa's own 
Stability. The rand’s decline was “exacerbated by a 
capital outfiew and mot helped by the Reserve Bank's 
apparent indecision Why did the Bank stand aloof 
from the marke! so long when its appointed task 1s 
to limit short-term fluctuations, though not to intervene 
against long-term structural shifts?” Was the decision “a 
political” one? “Tt begs the question of what might have 
happened had exchange controls been more liberal so 
that capital outflows could have counter-balanced the 
past year’s inflows and allowed a smoother exchange 
rate adjustment.” 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-034 
20 February 1996 


Angola 


Angola: Dos Santos Addresses MPLA Session 
Opening 

MB1602174996 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1221 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[Speech by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos at the 
opening of the 10th Ordinary Session of the MPLA 
Central Committee in Luanda on 16 February — 
recorded} 


{[FBIS Transiated Text} Distinguished members of the 
Central Committee: There was great skepticism over the 
peace process when, toward the end of last year, | said 
that not everything was lost and that there was a need 
to save peace. I then suggested that the UN Security 
Council play, with great vigor and imparuality, its role 
of closely following up, verifying, and controlling the 
implementation of the Lusaka Protocol. 


I said the Angolan Government had instructed military 
and civilian authorities to fully carry out their obliga- 
uions. Furthermore, | called on the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] to recipro- 
cate the gesture and display a positive attitude. 


In this context, we unilaterally adopted a number of de- 
cisions to once again demonstrate our serious Commit- 
ment to maintaining peace and consolidating national 
reconciliation, We, among other things, released all pris- 
oners of war; ended contracts with the South African 
company of military experts, Executive Outcomes; be- 
gan to confine the Rapid Intervention Police; and or- 
dered the return of Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] units 
to the nearest barracks from the offensive positions in 
areas where the confinement process had begun. Like- 
wise, we began to incorporate UNITA troops into FAA 
forces. 


Delegauons from the three observer countries in the 
peace process and the UN Security Council, notably 
Ms. Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, visited our country and were able to observe the 
causes for delays in the implementation of the Lusaka 
Protocol and to determine on whom to exercise pressure 
and what kind of pressure in order to achieve the normal 
course in the process. 


In turn, UNITA leadership reacted to this political and 
diplomatic exercise by the government and the inter- 
national community. It held its annual conference and 
announced a series of decisions, which were based 
on spirit of peace and harmony. These decisions in- 
clude. the immediate beginning of the confinement of 
its forces, a decision that was unanimously accepted 
by the conference and about which the UNITA presi- 
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dent informed me personally in a letter dated 26 Jan- 
uary 1996. In this letter he also expressed the desire to 
hold another mectuing with the president of the Repub- 
lic in order and I quote, to coordinate other poliucal 
steps with the idea to reinforce the implementation of 
the peace process and to examine the future of national 
insutuuons in which UNITA will parucipate, unquote. 
The peace process was thus filled with new and positive 
elements, although some of them are not yet very clear. 


The periods of uncertainty and insecurity experienced 
during the final months of last year were followed by 
a period of greater trust and opumism regarding our 
country’s future. To end uncertainty and reestablish 
trust to make peace a certainty is sull a challenge that 
Angolan politcal leaders must conquer. | believe we 
are very close to reaching the peace of the valiants, the 
peace of poliucians and peace between men who fought 
each other. We will need to build peace in the hearts 
of all Angolans, where the capacity for forgiveness, 
tolerance, and respect for difference will also be virtues 
and democratic values which will make Angola a viable 
country of all and for all 


The march tn this direcuuon demands a deep examination 
of the new situation now berms oresented and a mature 
reflection about the pat! be trodden. There are 
three issues which need tomediate reply in order not 
to confuse the national and international communities. 
These are issues which a few moments ago | described 
as not being very clear. They include statements made 
by a number of UNITA leaders over the past few weeks. 


The first issue deals with general and total amnesty. The 
principle of complete amnesty for crimes orgimatng 
from the armed conflict 1s contained in the Lusaka 
Protocol. After the Lusaka Protocol's approval, the 
National Assembly approved Amnesty Law No. 18/ 
$4, promulgated by the president of the Republic on 
10 November 1994 and published in the Government 
Gazette No. SO, Series |. If there are shortcomings in 
this law, the issue can be examined at the appropriate 
level. 


The second issue deals with the party affiliation of 
UNITA cadres who will be incorporated into FAA 
forces or appointed to posts in the government and 
public service. The FAA forces are bipartisan. All of the 
people who join the armed forces will automatically lose 
links with their parties. According to the Constitution, 
FAA forces do not owe allegiance to any political 
party. They only owe allegiance to the organs of 
sovereignty, in accordance with the Constituuon. All 
cadres appointed to government posts do not lose links 
with their respective parties. They should only respect 
the legal norms which regulate government activity as 
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well as laws which regulate the operation of public 
service. 


The third and last issue deals with the government 
of transition, suggested for the period after November 
1996, and UNITA. This government of transition is not 
necessary. If it were formed, it would be unconstitu- 
tional and undemocratic. In other words, a government 
resulting from an elected parliament and thus legitimate 
would be replaced by a non-elected government and 
therefore would be illegitimate. 


The present Constitution which was approved by all 
political parties in 1992 resolved this issue through 
Article *1 which says and I quote, the deputies’ mandate 
begins with the National Assembly's first session after 
elections and ends with the first session after subsequent 
elections, regardless of the individual suspension or 
cessation of the mandate, unquote. 


The present Parliament can therefore operate normally 
and legally until the holding of the next legislative 
elections. This being the case, the majority party will 
have legitimacy to govern the country. 


Not being realistic that there will be conditions to hold 
general elections in November of this year, the crux 
of the problem lies in the president of the Republic 
announcing a date to hold them. This Central Committee 
examined this issue last year when it examined the 
principles agreed upon with UNITA and now approved 
by the National Assembly, providing for the revision of 
the Constitution to create the posts of vice presidents of 
the Republic. In conclusion, what we need to study and 
suggest are dates for the next legislative and presidential 
elections, recommending that other political parties in 
the country should also be heard. 


As for UNITA, I read for Dr. Jonas Savimbi in 
Franceville, Points No. | and 4, Paragraph E, Article 
4 of the Constitution, as follows: 


Article 4, Point No. 1: I quote, Within the framework 
of the present law and ordinary laws, political parties 
should stand for a social project and a political program, 
designed to organize the people and guarantee the 
expression of their wishes, thus participating in political 
life and universal suffrage through democratic and 
peaceful means, unquote. 


Article 4, Point No. 4, Paragraph E: I quote, The 
formation and operation of the parties must, within the 
terms of the law, respect the following fundamental 
principles: 


Paragraph F: Exclusive use of peaceful means to carry 
out their objectives. A ban on the establishment and use 
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of a military, paramilitary, or militarized organizauon, 
unquote. 


In reply, Dr. Savimbi told me that he was aware that 
this is how it should be because in democratic states, 
parties cannot have private armies. This being the case, 
he would cooperate to resolve all pending military issues 
in the Lusaka Protocol so that UNITA could become an 
official poliucal party. 


This process is now under way and its principles and 
practical modalities are clearly defined in the Lusaka 
Protocol and in the UN Angola Verification Mission 
[Unavem]-3 mandate. The sooner the general military 
incorporation of UNITA soldiers into FAA forces ends, 
the sooner UNITA will recover the condition of its po- 
litical party. Furthermore, the speeding up of the con- 
finement and disarmament processes and the incorpora- 
tion of UNITA troops into FAA forces will inevitably 
lead to the beginning of the extension of the state ad- 
mmistrauon and the process of political reconciliation 
within shorter time periods. This presupposes the MPLA 
should, at an appropriate time, begin to reestablish its 
structures and reactivate its political and party activity, 
adopting an appropriate policy of training, upgrading, 
and allocating cadres. 


The strategic management of human resources at the 
management level should not only be limited to this 
objective. It should situate itself in a broader context 
of the management of party activity by the leadership 
and the implementation of the country’s policy by the 
government. This type of work has ceased to be carried 
out coherently since 1992 and thus there is in this field, 
as in many others, a certain disorientation. 


Another field of vital interest deals with sources of rev- 
enue to finance party activity. The allowance granted by 
the state to the party is clearly insufficient. Purthermore, 
the law approved recently by the National Assembly on 
the financing of political parties’ activities will worsen 
their situation, as soon as it begins. In my view, this will 
be another obstacle in consolidating multiparty democ- 
racy in the country. 


The financial contributions of MPLA party militants, 
sympathizers and friends have increased. The leadership 
studied and found alternative solutions. There is, how- 
ever, a lot to be done to make the party self-sufficient. 
Thus, MPLA party militants, sympathizers and friends, 
with possibilities, should further increase their finan- 


cial contrit s The party leadership must resort to 
creativen ler to find and develop valid sources 
of financ: ‘aterial maintenance. Purthermore, the 


party patrimony must be regularly and rigorously con- 
trolled. 
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This year, the MPLA will celebrate its 40th founding 
anniversary. After a orief operation as a Marxist- 
Leninist labor party, the MPLA returned to its original 
nature of a broad popular movemen., organized in party 
principles, based on internal democracy, designed to 
establish a democratic state with a government of the 
people and for the people. The MPLA party — which 
includes intellectuals, public servants, entrepreneurs, 
workers, peasants, traditional chiefs, artisans, students, 
and so on — constitutes a force of over 500,000 people, 
coming from all corners of the country, unmatched in 
our history. 


The MPLA is not a communist party, as is evident. By 
iis nature, it is composed of different trends of political 
views. It is not a liberal conservative party either. The 
savage Capitalism, witnessed in the country over the past 
three years, docs not express the desire of the majority 
of people. (?It does not) fulfill their objectives. The 
equitable distribution of national wealth and revenue, 
solidarity, and social justice are MPLA fundamental 
values. 


The devastating war in the country over the past three 
years and other factors crippled the functioning of the 
party's grass roots and intermediate organs. Militants 
organized in cells and committees no longer aired their 
views on essential issues of the life of the party and the 
nation. 


The transmission of information from the grassroots to 
the top and vice versa has almost ceased, seriously 
jeopardizing the exercise of internal democracy and 
creating situations wh ch facilitate the diversion of the 
political line. Social dialogue, directly or through the 
government, was also reduced to irregular actions. The 
habit of carrying out systematic work to mobilize the 
people and the party grassroots for essential tasks has 
also disappeared. 


Peace prospects now being opened will also favor the 
resumption and normalization of party acuon throughout 
the country. The preparation and holding of the MPLA‘s 
third ordinary congress and the 40th anniversary cele- 
bration of its founding this year are events in which it 
will be necessary to mount a very intense campaign of 
political sensitization and mobilization and thus test the 
level of the popular masses’ adherence to our party's 
ideals. 


During the most difficult periods of its history and 
in the life of the nation, the MPLA has always been 
able to entrust the most complex tasks on its best 
cadres. Consolidating party grassroots and mobilizing 
the people were its most principal objectives. This was 
demonstrated in 1977, after the foiled coup plot; in 
1979, following the death of the party chairman and first 
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president of the Republic; in 1987, during the battles of 
Cuito Cuanavale, Chipa, Calueque, [word indistinct); in 
1992, during the first multiparty elecuons; and 1992 and 
1993 when it seemed we were losing the war. I have not 
mentioned many other examples before these periods. 


I believe in our party's capacity to lead the country 
and overcome its serious problems and respond to 
the expectations of its voters and other citizens. | 
believe we can always create positive political facts and 
adopt initiatives in order to successfully conclude the 
peace process and establish, at an appropriate period, a 
government of unity and nauional reconciliauion. 


I equally believe we can make greater efforts to help 
improve the government's economic and social per- 
formance to enable it to correspond with our election 
promises, to satisfy the deep aspirations of the Angolan 
people, and to improve and make the system of justice 
more effective, as well as the system of defense and 
national security. 


A fundamental task which precedes all these tasks is 
the reactivation of the party's internal work and the 
resumption of its political activity in all sectors of 
society, including, evidently, the creation of material 
and financial conditions for this purpose. 


I am convinced that the present Central Committee 
session will devote most of its ume to examining the 
peace process and prospects for its developments. | 
am equally convinced that it will draw up relevant 
guidelines to reactivate party work at all levels, taking 
into consideration the holding of the MPLA’s third 
ordinary congress this year. 


I believe the seriousness of the economic and social 
situation will not fail to bother the Central Committee 
members. A draft resoluuon prepared by the MPLA 
Political Bureau suggests that a deeper debate on this 
issue should be carried out this March, on the basis of 
the documents still being prepared. With these words, 
I would like to wish this MPLA Central Committee 
mecting, which I declare open, every success. 


UNITA Radio Reports Government Attacks in 
Luuda Norte 


MB1702202796 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 17 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] are violating the cease-fire in Lunda Norte 
Province. By 1800 on 17 February, FAA units were try- 
ing to take Quitatolo and Muca by storm. The operations 
are being led by South African mercenaries, whom the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola govern- 
ment claims have been repatriated. Meanwhile, govern- 
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ment forces are subjecting Cambulo District to intense 
self-propelled artillery fire. Our correspondent Franco 
Marco Chicango reports: 


Following the abduction of five UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola), war 
has returned to the area. bi-avy clashes are taking 
place in the UNITA-admunistered areas of Quitatolo and 
Muca. Backed by Katangese mercenaries, government's 
Alfa S$ and Scorpion units are [words indistinct) using 
varied equipment. We are reporung from the capital of 
Cambulo District as 76-mm and 33-mm guns and &2- 
mm mortars shell us. The shelling started at 1630 on 16 
February, an hour after heavy clashes had begun. 


The matter has been reported to the UN Angola Verifi- 
cation Mission-3, but it has not yet reacted. 


Swaziland 
Swaziland: King Mswati II] pens Parliament 


MB1602193696 Mbabane Swazi Television in English 
1115 GMT 16 Feb 96 


[Address by His Majesty King Mswat III at the opening 
of Parliament at Parliament House in Lobamba—live; 
with passage-by-passage translation into SiSwati by 
unidentified interpreter; transcribed from the English] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Your majesty the Ndlovukazi, 
your royal highnesses, Mr. Prime Minister, chiefs, 
members of the diplomatic corps, ministers, president of 
the House of Senate and all the members, speaker of the 
House of Assembly and all the members, disunguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen, let me welcome you all 
to this official opening of the Third Session of the 
Kingdom's Sixth Parliament as we start the legislative 
business for the year. 


For the first ume in five years good rain has fallen on our 
land, restoring our natural beauty and bringing relief to 
our farmers and for the whole nation. Let us therefore 
begin today’s proceedings by thanking Almighty God 
for his blessings in the hope of excellent harvests to 
come. 


There have been many important international develop- 
ments over the past year, many of which will have direct 
effect on the kingdom. In our own subregion, perhaps 
of most importance has been the agreement toward a 
lasting setuement in Angola. Southern Africa 1s at last 
experiencing true peace and stability for the first ume 
since the start of our independence movements. Along 
with all our regional patners, Swaziland can concen- 
trate fully on closer cooperation between nations and 
can take advantage of the dividend of peace. 


It ts important to make clear that the kingdom's foreign 
policy remains one of non-involvement in the affairs 
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of other countnes, and mutual respect for each nation’s 
sovereignty and dignity. We celebrated the 50th anniver- 
sary of the United Nations in October last year, and 
reaffirmed our commitment to its founding chapter and 
principles. We conunue to play a full and acuve role 
in our regional and subregional trade end cooperauon 
Organizations, and recognize thal greater integrauon be- 
tween our neighbors and partners is vital for our future 
prosperity. 


Our primary national concern remains one of improving 
the living standards of all Swazis. In the present climate 
of different and confusing agendas, raised by separate 
secuons of our society, let us hold the key that our 
central goal must be to provide the basic necessities of 
life to all our citizens. Adequate shelter, a regular and 
secure supply of food, access to health facilities, a well 
directed educational system, employment for all, and 
peace and stability through the rule of law — these are 
the true priorities for the nation, and all our efforts must 
be focussed on bringing about the night conditions in 
which to meet them. Improved economic performance 
on every level is the key to our ability to match our 
people's needs, and we all share the responsibility of 
getting the country back on the road to recovery. While 
it is true that the drought was a major factor in our 
poor recent economic performance, it 1s equally clear 
that many other challenges remain to be overcome. 


The forthcoming budget statement will set out the 
measures required of all of us to bring about an 
improvement in our economic fortunes. The key to 
government's responsibility is for ught control on 
ministerial budgets, and for remaining true to priority 
objectives. As you all know government has begun 
its Own internal structural adjustment program aimed 
al greater efficiency and cutung costs. It is absolutely 
essential that all ministries and departments take these 
measures senously for the good of the whole naton. 


Both houses here have a crucial role to play in this 
regard. Each ministry should be able to demonstrate to 
the nation’s elected representatives that it has a specific 
program of acuon for the year, with a clear set of 
prioriues for spending, and that none of the nation's 
resources are being wasted. Once satisfied, members 
must accept their important responsibility to explain 
the effects of the budget to those whom they represent. 
The nation needs to understand how its money is to be 
spent, and we expect lively and open debate both here 
in the houses, and just as important among the people 
in your respective Tinkhundla [Traditional Community 
Councils] areas. 


The whole nation has been involved in the effort to 
address our economic problems, with its participation 
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in the Economic Review Commission. The recommen- 
dations handed over in the cattle byre [meeting place) 
last year in October presented the economic hopes and 
wishes of all Swazis, and provided us with our future 
development priorities. The task before us now is to 
transform those recommendations that are practical into 
a national development pan, to give clear direction and 
priority to government efforts for the next 25 years. 


The nation will understand that a number of recommen- 
dations will require much closer study, and can only 
be implemented in the longer term. This process will 
be directed by government, with all Swazis represented 
on the various drafting and policy making committees. 
Each of the kingdom's interest groups will have a voice 
and a responsibility to ensu'« that the nation’s wishes, 
where possible, are followed. 


Government will be presenting to the nation an outline 
of the process in the near future. We expect a first draft 
of the national development plan to be available for 
public comment in a few months, and for the final 
version to be published before the end of the year. 
An essential element of the process all members of 
both houses will want to follow closely the stages of 
discussion towards a final document, and to keep the 
people in the tinkhundla areas fully informed of progress 
on this crucial national exercise. [sentence as heard] 


While the process toward a national development plan 
progresses, Parliament will be debating the establish- 
ment of two key bodies, whose input will be crucial for 
the success of our future development. The first group 
will be addressing the issue of the setthng of chiefs’ 
boundaries. This has been the focus of dispute in a num- 
ber of areas throughout the kingdom. The proposal is 
for teams to go forth and give clear direction on the 
boundaries of each chiefdom, once and for all, so that 
development and resettlement projects can forge ahead 
with clear lines of responsibility for all involved. The 
exercise will be conducted with the full approval of the 
kingdom's chiefs, who fully support an end to the dis- 
putes of the past. 


The second body is to undertake a national population 
census, to be carried out over the next year, which will 
not only give us an accurate set of demographic figures 
for the kingdom, but will also dispel much of the rumor 
and speculation about the Swaziland of today. This 
essential exercise will include each and every person 
living in Swaziland, and all wil! be asked to cooperate 
fully. Legislation and budgets for both these important 
bodies will be presented to Parliament in the very near 
future. 


Parliament will recollect last year’s call to our public 
enterprises for greater efficiency, and for positive steps 
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towards reducing their cost to government. | am encour- 
aged by moves made over the past 12 months towards 
meeting these objectives among many of our public en- 
terprises, all of whom will benefit from much needed 
restructuring and management training exercises. We 
must, however, be careful to be sensitive to the social 
implications of these developments, and to accept our 
responsibilities to those who will be affected through 
extensive education and retraining exercises. Our aim 
should be to relieve government of the responsibility 
for our parastatals, to provide in each case the right 
environment for efficient and profitable operations and 
sustainable jobs, and to allow Swazi companies and in- 
dividuals to contribute to the growth of the country by 
owning shares in these vital businesses. 


One key element of the approaching budget statement 
will be a proposal for the measures to be taken to sum- 
ulate investment within the country, both within Swazi- 
land as well as from external sources. Further invest- 
ment is crucial if we are to see a rise in sustainable 
employment and a corresponding upturn in our econ- 
omy. Clearly first there is an urgent need to improve 
our industrial relauons record as a priority investment 
concern. I shall be returning to this issue later on in my 
speech. 


Another area of importance for both Swazi and foreign 
investors is to bring our investment incentives into 
line with our neighbors so that we can compete on 
an equal footing with our subregional partners. On the 
local business front, an important initiative has been 
the launching of the development fund for small- and 
medium- scale businesses. A gazette has already been 
issued and details about all aspects of the fund will 
be announced in the forthcoming budget statement. We 
expect applications for loans by Swazis from all over 
the kingdom to begin very soon. 


Another key investment promotion factor is the need to 
continue with our infrastructure improvement program. 
Good roads, efficient telecommunications, and reliable 
electricity are basic requirements for most businesses, 
and we must remain committed to providing high class 
infrastructure services if we want to compete with our 
neighbors. 


I have mentioned some of the main areas Of attention 
for government business in the months ahead. Individual 
ministries will be bringing these and other priority 
programs of action to the houses soon, so that through 
you, the people's representatives, the whole kingdom is 
kept fully aware of the plans for the immediate future. 


I want to turn now to the question of stability within 
the kingdom, and to begin with a look at the situation 
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of continuing industrial unrest which is posing such a 
threat to the progress of the nation. 


At this occasion last year, | warned of the dangers to 
our economic and social stability, of a breakdown in the 
relauons between employers, workers, and government. 
I appealed to ali sides to abide by the principle of 
the settlement of disputes through negowation, and 
cauuoned against the use of strikes as a measure that 
in the long run benefited no one. Our worst fears 
have been realized in the 12 months since then. The 
two general strikes and other ongoing disputes have 
had disastrous effects not just in economic tciius, but 
in a way that harmed ovr Swaai tamily and created 
damaging div'sious among us. 


At the outset, we must be clear on the way we raise dif- 
ferent and conflicting agendas. Swaziland understands 
the correct channels to be followed when raising sepa- 
rate issues, and these must not be confused. Labor issues 
affecting only the country’s work force are an entirely 
separate area of concern from wider political questions 
which affect the entire nation. There are two entiely 
different processes for tackling these two distinct areas. 
The two cannot be mixed. Any aitempt to do so will 
result in chaos and instability. 


Meanwhile, the recent industrial unrest, resulting in 
interruptions to our essential services, arrests, looting, 
wide :cale damage to property, injuries to many, and 
tragically the death of one innocent girl, has raised a 
number of questions, not only about the motives behind 
the strikes, but more seriously about the long term state 
of industrial relations in the country. We all know of the 
direct painful effects of the strikes on our economy, with 
losses of jobs, revenue of business, the closing down of 
several large companies, and long lasting harm done to 
our international image as a secure, stable environment 
for investment. It must surely be plain to all that strikes 
benefit no one —— not the worker, not the employer, and 
certainly not the country. 


Our economy simply cannot sustain a constant round 
of strike action, and we call on all parties to a labor 
dispute to concentrate on labor issues only, to be honest 
and responsible in their negotiation, and to follow the 
correct channels according to the laws of the country. 
Let us open wide the channels of communication so that 
all may follow and understand the process toward the 
resolution of labor disputes. And may it please God, let 
us see an end to this economic suicide, and real progress 
toward industrial harmony. 


Apart from industrial unrest, events over the past year 
have shown that we face a number of other challenges 
on several different levels, to the peace and stability we 
have always enjoyed as a nation. The nation will know 
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of my efforts over the past six years on investment inps 
all over the world, to encourage businesses to locate in 
Swaziland, and of our determination here at home to 
provide financing and support for Swazis to start their 
OWN enterprises. 


When competing with our neighbors in the region, 
perhaps our most important attracuon to investors has 
been the relative peace and stability we Lave enjoyed 
throughout our history. 2nd we confidence we can 
provide thet aii of us in the kingdom are work.ng 
tugetner to achieve prospenty and better living standards 
for all who live here and work here. 


We have always maintained that our stability and unity 
are the products of our willingness and ability to 
communicate with one another, and our principle of 
involving the whole nation in issues of importance. |! 
believe that what we have experienced in the recent past 
is a failure by a number of partes to understand and 
apply these two vital principles of Swazi life, of honest, 
trustful, and respectful communication with each other 
and those whom they represent, and the requirement to 
include the entire nauion in matters that affect all Swazis. 


In the past four years, in recognition of this principle, 
we have had two major national consultation exercises 
during which each and every Swazi was given the 
chance to speak up on political and economic issues. 
We all accepted the resuluung recommendations which 
present the will of the majonty of the nation, and we 
are in the process of following a program of action to 
implement them. 


Let us look at one or two of the fundamental core 
issues raised by the nation. These truly represent the 
will of the majonty of Swaziland, and should therefore 
be fully understood and respected by all sections of our 
society. Both reports called for the wider participation 
and the representation of all Swazis of every opinion and 
interest in the decision making process. The first step to 
meet these concerns was taken by introducing electoral 
reforms. You sitting here are the result of the wish of the 
nauion to have directly elected representatives in [word 
indistinct] open to all to oversee the work of government 
and to apply the will of the people in your Tinkhundla 
areas to shape the laws of the land. 


Further steps to meet this call include the representation 
of all Swazis in the drafting of the national development 
Strategy, as | mentioned earlier. This will be the devel- 
opment policy document for future governments, and 11 
is therefore absolutely vital that every single Swazi may 
know that his and her views are represented in the draft- 
ing process. These are other specific national recom- 
mendations for greater representation and participation 
in the kingdom's affairs, and these we are addressing 
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step by step. They include the establishmeai of a con- 
stitutional review commitiee, which is a subject I shall 
return to later in my speech; the revival of the Swazi 
national council to be a council on national policy, to 
give advice to the king on all major policy issues, and 
whose membership should comprise representatives of 
all Swazis; and an economic advisory forum made up 
of economic experts, as well as business and workers, 
leaders and other relevant bodies, to give advise to the 
nation on purely economic matters. 


When accepting both reports .n the national cattle byre, 
I made it clear that the documents represented the will 
of the nation, and that the recommendations would be 
followed. But it is not in our interest to rush into all of 
them at once like a child with new toys. We will take 
each in its turn and devote our attention and efforts 
toward achieving success in each case. 


The point of revisiting these two key documents to- 
day is to remind the nation that they are founded on 
the twin principles of communication and national de- 
velopment. There are grounds to believe that the tragic 
consequences of the events of recent months could well 
have been avoided through honest communication, and 
the use of the correct channels for separate issues, and 
it remains my duty to remind all who live and work 
here, as well as our international friends and partners 
that Swaziland will adapt and reform according to the 
wishes of the whole nation, and not just in the interests 
of a few individuals, or groups, in line with our prin- 
ciple of national involvement, and in a way, and to a 
uumetable that benefits us all. 


Since the time of King Somhlolo, Swaziland has al- 
ways welcomed foreigners, whether missionary, refuge, 
investor, or tourist. All who have the best interests of 
the kingd. ™ at heart have been willingly embraced into 
our family, and accepted as members, whether tempo- 
rary or not. We have always appreciated the chance to 
learn from the experience and expertise of others, and 
over the years we have benefited greatly from external 
assistance and advice for which we remain truly grate- 
ful. 


We have been active in encouraging foreign businesses 
to come and settle here, adding value to our economy 
and providing much needed jobs for our people. In turn, 
for our welcome and our acceptance, we have asked 
for only one thing, the respect and sensitivity for our 
traditions, for our culture, and for our way of conducting 
our own internal affairs. We do not pretend that we 
have the perfect solutions to all our problems, but we 
are making every effort to face up to and overcome our 
challenges in our unique Swazi way. 
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We recognize that we have a responsibility to inform 
and educate those who choose to live among us, just 
as they have a responsibility to understand and accept 
our way of life. There can be no place here for those 
who allempt to subvert our tradiuonal way, and to 
turn Swazis against Swazis. Let Swazis and foreigners 
live peacefully and profitably together, with sensiuvity 
and understanding, so we can combine to bring about 
progress and prosperity for us all. 


The recent disturbances highlighted once more the 
importance to our stability of the rule of law. In 
common with the rest of the world our laws represent 
the rules by which we a!l behave They resuli from a 
process of popular call or necess).y, and are subject to 
intense debate by, and the agreement of the people's 
representatives before being signed into law. It is the 
duty of each one of us as citizens, residents, and visitors 
of the country, and in the administration of justice, to 
abide by and administer the laws as passed through the 


proper process 


Individuals and secuons of our community may not 
agree with each and every law. That 1s understood, 
but it’s not the point. The point is that each and every 
law has been subject to examination of the country’s 
representatives and has met with their approval. If 
we do not abide by the rule of law, our country is 
doomed. We will continue to exercise the rule of law 
through our independent judiciary, and we depend on 
the integrity and professionalism of our police, our 
prosecution service, and our courts to uphold it. 


The nation will be aware that last year | gave an 
undertaking to address the issue of a canstituuonal 
review. This was one of the recommendations made 
by the nation in the political consultation exercise, 
and in line with our programs of action on all the 
recommendations, the time has now come to address 
this important question. The consttution is a nation’s 
expression of how it wants to operate. It is in every 
way a country’s defining document, and we therefore 
embark on this exercise together in the full knowledge 
of the importance of involving the whole Swazi family 
in its preparation. 


Our first task is to explore the existing constitution 
and to put together all the relevant legislation to form 
a Starung point for our discussions. It 1s clearly vital 
that the nation understands our present constitutional 
position. The process of review would then be discussed 
and introduced with a committee established to prepare 
draft proposals based on the wishes of the nation. This 
draft will be subject to the widest possible discussion 
and debate within the kingdom before being presented 
to the nation in the cattle byre. I must stress that each 
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and every Swazi will once more have the chance to 
contribute to this important document, so that in its final 
form our country’s constitution will fully reflect the will 
of the nation. 


This constitutional review is the latest step in our 
ongoing process of reform since independence, and we 
will be guided in our efforts by the Almighty God and 
the will of the nation. Legislation and budget proposals 
for the drafting committee will be brought before you 
shortly for debate and approval. 


We have a busy and exciting year ahead of us. We can 
only succeed through unity of purpose. Let us together 
rediscover the harmony of the Swazi family, and let 
open, honest and responsible communication between 
us be our goal as we face the challenges ahead. It now 
gives me great pleasure to declare the Third Session 
of the Sixth Parliament officially open. Thank you, and 
God bless you all. 


Swaziland: Negotiation Forum Agrees To Facilitate 
SFTU Meeting 

MB1702201496 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The forum of the on-going 
talks between government, the Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions, SFTU, and the Federation of Swaziiand 
Employers, FSE, have all expressed a commitment to 
Negotiations and a long-term solution to the problems 
of the country. 


A statement by the convener, Chairman Dr. Jeremiah 
Gule, stated that the forum agreed that a meeting of the 
SFTU membership be facilitated, to enable consultation 
with a view to assisting the negotiation process. The 
forum believes that there is room for negotiation, and is 
determined to realize a negotiated settlement. 

The parties all expressed a wish to see a peaceful and 
economically viable Swaziland. It was also stated that, 
although there have been disagreements in the talks, a 
lot of ground has been covered, and some points of 
agreement. (sentence as heard] 


The meeting will be tomorrow at the Bosco Skills 
Center, and all members are asked to attend. 


Swaziland: SFTU Suspends Mass Strike ‘on Three 
Conditions’ 

MB1902154296 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 19 Feb 96 pp 1,2 

[Report by Thulani Thwala] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The mass stay away which 
was due to start today has been suspended to give 
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Negotiations between government and the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) a chance. 


The suspension of the mass stay away was a resoluuion 
taken by over 5,000 workers in a meeting which was 
held at the Salesian sports ground yesterday. 


However, the stay away was suspended on three con- 
ditions that government withdraws the Public Order 
Gazette dated 18 January 1996 which was signed by 
the Prime Minister, Prince Mbilini; government guaran- 
tees that there will be no act of hostility and lastly that 
she should allow or agree that an international mediator 
is called. 


The workers charged that should government fail to 
adhere to these conditions the mass stay away will be 
effected. 


"The mass stay away is not suspended for good as 
government may think, we are just giving her a chance 
to continue negotiating with our leaders but should the 
negotiations bear no fruits, the suspension will be lifted. 


“The first thing which government needs to do is to 
adhere to the conditions of the suspensiou, then go to 
the table with us,” the workers said. 


They warned government not to dare arrest their leaders 
during the negotiations like she did last time, and also 
appealed that they be allowed to hold meetings freely 
without any intimidation by the police. 


“Government should also allow our leaders to use all 
the media houses of the country and stop monopolizing 
some of the media houses. 


“Employers must not victimize any union member 
as a consequence of the last mass stay away,” they 
continued. 


Secretary General of SFTU, Mr Jan Sithole told the 
workers their resolution is respected and it will he 
effected without fail. He assured them that they will not 
go to the table unless the conditions of the suspension 
of the mass stay away are followed by government. 


Mr Sithole said progress of the negotiations with 
government will he communicated to the workers in 
their meetings every two weeks, saying this is so 
because they have been sent by them (workers) and they 
have to get a mandate from them. 


“Meetings will be called every two weeks to review the 
progress of the negotiations, he said. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Swaziland: SFTU Leader—CGovernment Shows 
Commitment to Negotiations 


MB1802195096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1923 GMT 18 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} MANZINI Feb 18 SAPA — 
The planned resumption on Monday of a national strike 
in Swaziland has been held over after a decision was 
taken at a mass meeting of the Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions [SFTU] in Manzini on Sunday. A meeting 
attended by about 2,000 people resolved the strike be 
Stayed to give negotiations with the government and 
employers a chance to succeed. 


Last month a mass stayaway, which was suspended after 
a week, brought the country to a standsull. 


SFTU leader Jan Sithole, whose recent arrest was among 
events which led to the planned action, said al a series 
of meetings last week the government had shown a 
commitment to construcuve negouations. 


Action was suspended on condition that harassment 
of trade unionists by police cease, that there be no 
vicumisation of workers by employers, that the SFTU 
enjoy free access to the electronic media, and that the 
government agree to international mediation in settling 
the labour dispute. 


Many small and medium-sized businesses in Swaziland 
have indicated the proposed work stoppage would force 
their closure. 


Swaziland: SFTU Head Denies Trade Federation 
Wants To Dethrone King 


MB1902145396 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 19 Feb 96 ppl, 2 


[Report by Thulani Thwala] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Secretary General of the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU), Mr 
Jan Sithole said his organisation does not dream of 
dethroning the King and it will never do that as they 
respect the King very much. 


He said this when addressing over 5,000 workers at the 
Salesian sports ground yesterday. 


“Workers let me clear this before we go any further, 
some people are out to destroy our union by telling 
unfounded stories. 


"Il know that you are aware of the rumours that we 
want to dethrone the King, as to what good reasons | 
personally do not know. 


“To be frank with anyone here we have never ever at 
any stage thought about that. It is an insult to us. 
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“We don't want to take over the throne as people have 
assumed. The only thing we want here is our rights 
which we are deprived by government, not the throne, 
let that be clear. I personally do not want it and it is my 
belief that none of you here is hungry for it,” he said. 


Mr Sithole said people have misinformed the King that 
they (SFTU) want to dethrone him, saying they were 
trying to please the King at the workers’ expense. He 
repeatedly said that they do not want the throne. Sithole 
said they respect the King very much and they do not 
want to involve him in their fight with government. 


“We respect the King and there is no question about that 
so the fears that we have a plan to dethrone the King 
must be allayed,” he added. 


He said the only thing they are doing 1s fighting for the 
workers rights in the country, saying they will conunue 
to do so. Mr Sithole further said that the very same 
people who are sitting on the workers rights misinform 
the King. 


He quoted the King’s speech when dispersing Emabutfo 
[warriors] three weeks ago. He then thanked the workers 
for not retaliating when they heard those reports because 
they were aimed at destroying the union. 


"The spirit you have shown must conunue to prevail 
and we are now convinced that you have all the trust in 
us. 


"If you were not the type of people you are you would 
have been carried away by those allegations without 
verification from us,” Sithole said. The meeting was 
attended by over 5,000 workers. 


Swaziland: Federation of Labor Ready To Rejoin 
Talks 


MB1902201996 Mbabane Swazi Television in English 
1730 GMT 19 Feb % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The SFTU's [Swaziland Fed- 
erauon of Trade Unions] archrival, the Swaziland Fed- 
eration of Labor [SFL], says the calling off of the mass 
acuon will now pave the way for the federation to rejoin 
the talks under the Labor Advisory Board. We spoke 
to the secretary general of the federation, Mr. Vincent 
Ncongwane. A report next 


[Begin recording] [Ncongwane] Our view is that it is 
times like this that must be used profitably, so that 
the matters at table that have given rise to threats and 
even stayaways should be resolved once and for all. 
We believe that if the negotiations were to be seriously 
embarked upon now, with the full commitment of all 
concerned, then there may not be any need for any future 
stayaways. 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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(Correspondent Mbuso Matsenjwa) The SFL, some time 
back, withdrew from the talks. Do you see yourselves 
coming back in the fold now? 


(Ncongwane)} Of course we do, because our participa- 
tion became untenable with the detention of our col- 
leagues. But we believe that the talks that have been 
going on now were to sort the areas of departure be- 
tween the SFTU and government. We believe that now 
that that has been done, the talks may well revert to the 
table where they were at. 


(Matsenjwa) With SFL’s participation? 


(Ncongwane] Of course, and of course, all other parties 
like the FSE (Federation of Swaziland Employers), for 
instance. (end recording) 


Swaziland: Pudemo Congratulates Workers for 
Suspending Strike 

MB2002093096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 20 Feb 96 p2 


(Report by Nkululeko Dlamini) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] MANZINI — The People’s 
United Democratic Movement (Pudemo) yesterday con- 
gratulated workers for taking a "matured decision" to 
suspend a work stayaway which was (to start yesterday. 


This is according to a letter to Prime Minister Prince 
Mbilini, which was written by the organisation's secre- 
tary general Dominic Mngomezulu and president Kislon 
Shongwe. 


They urged the premier to bring to government's 
attention that the 1973 King’s proclamation should be 
removed. 


"We congratulate once again the matured decision by 
workers and other patriotic formations to show in a 
very practical manner the extent to which they value 
the country’s economy and well-being. 


"We are aware that the decision to suspend the mass 
Stay-away was a painful one given that patience had 
been stretched to the limit. The ball now is squarely in 
government's court to do the essential of things, that is 
simply to remove the 1973 King's Proclamation and set 


the stage for negotiations. 
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"We do not want to believe that government would 
rather the country went to the dogs just to preserve the 
King’s Proclamation,” they stated. 


The organisation said if government p.eferred another 
stayaway rather than the removal of the Proclamation, 
then there will be sufficient justification for concluding 
that government is made up of people who do not give 
a hoot about the well-being of the country as long as 
[words indistinct] personal enrichment and demonstrate 
patriotism. 


“Even big business should now see who the real enemy 
of peace and stability is in the country. We do not 
find much comfort in Mr Musa Hlophe’s assertion that 
workers should appreciate that it would take time before 
negotiations bear any fruits.” Hlophe is the executive 
director of the Federation of Swaziland Employers. 


“We think that workers and other formations have quite 
correctly pointed that the repeal of the proclamation of 
1973 and its decrees coupled with removal of other 
draconian measures to suppress dissent is the basic 
minimum demand.” 


Swaziland: Minister ‘Not Impressed’ by Suspension 
of Stayaway 

MB1902171496 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 19 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for economic 
planning and development, Mr. Themba Masuku, is not 
impressed with the indefinite suspension of the workers’ 
mass stayaway. The stayaway was scheduled to begin 
this morning. 


Minister Masuku says for the good of the country, 
it would have been good if the threat for the mass 
Stayaway was completely withdrawn by the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions, SFTU. 


He says suspension does not help the economy, in 
that investors will also suspend their investment t) 
Swaziland. He says suspension has the danger of two 
things: Domestic investors will not expand, and there 
will be investors who decide to relocate in other 
countries because they cannot wait indefinitely. 
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Cape Verde 


Cape Verde: Monteiro Reelected President; 
Cabinet Reshuffle Imminent 


AB1902142496 Paris AFP in English 
1123 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Praia, Feb 19 (AFP) — Outgo- 
ing Cape Verde President Antonio Mascarenhas Mon- 
teiro has won re-election in @ poll marked by a low 
turnout blamed on voter fatigue and the lack of a con- 
test, according to partial results Monday [19 February). 


Some 45 percent of the West African island nation’s 
200,000 ciigible voters cast ballots Sunday, handing 
Monteiro, the sole candidate, a new five-year mandate 
with some 80 percent of the vote. 


After the undefinitive results were announced, Monteiro 
called himself the “president of all Cape Verdians" 
and called on all parties to "forget the quarrels of the 
campaign” and work for their country. 


Prime Minister Carlos Veiga announced an imminent 
cabinet reshuffle. 


In the lacklustre election campaign, politicians of all 
stripes had urged the islanders, including 20,000 eligible 
voters living overseas, to turn out heavily for the poll, 
the third time in two months that the electorate has been 
Called on to vote. 


But more than half stayed away. 


Despite a six-year-old democratic system, Monteiro had 
emerged as the only candidate, enjoying the support of 
the ruling Movement for Democracy (MPD), which in 
December won an overwhelming majority in parliament. 


The president has limited political clout in Cape Verde, 
where the prime minister holds most of the power. 


Observers also blamed the low turnout on voter fatigue, 
noting that Cape Verdians had been called to the polls 
two other times in the past two months to elect MPs 
and mayors. 


The legislative elections in December were a landslide 
victory for Veiga and the MPD, which won 50 of the 
72 seats in the new parliament. 


The nearest rival, the African Party for the Independence 
of Cape Verde, won only 21 seats, while a single seat 
went to the Party of Democratic Convergence, an MPD 
splinter. 


In February 1991, when the nine-island archipelago 500 
kilometres (310 miles) off the West African coast had 
its first multiparty elections, Monteiro won 72 percent of 


the vote, crushing his predecessor, independence leader 
Aristides Pereira. 
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Cape Verde is one of the world's poorest states, and 
two-thirds of its nationals — some 700,000 people 
— live abroad, mainly in other Portuguese-speaking 
countries and the United States. 


It won independence from Portugal in 1975. 


Ghana 


Ghana: Government Issues Statement on 
Chieftaincy Disturbances 

AB 1902213796 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The National Security Council 
held an emergency meeting in Accra today during which 
it reviewed the weekend disturbances in the Techiman 
area in the Brong Ahafo Region, resulting in the loss 
of lives and property. The disturbances followed the 
elevation of some chiefs in the area to paramount status 
as announced recently by the Asantehene [chief of 
Ashanti], Otumfuo Opoku-Ware. 


A statement signed by the minister of information, Mr. 
Kofi Totobi-Quakyi, says the National Security Council 
has taken note of steps initiated by the Regional Security 
Committee to bring the situation under control, and has 
instituted additional measures to maintain law and order. 


The council wishes to appeal for calm, and has asked 
parties involved in the dispute to refrain from any act 
likely to aggravate the situation, adding that the security 
agencies will act appropriately to restore peace. 


The statement expresses the government's deepest con- 
dolences to the bereaved families, and sympathy to those 
who have suffered injuries and other losses during the 
disturbances. 


Ghana: Regional Security Council Meets To 
Discuss Muslim Dispute 


AB 1902084596 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 18 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Eastern Regional Security 
Council has met the community at Nsawam to defuse 
tension brewing between two Islamic factions, the Tid- 
janiat and the Ali Suna. The dispute is over moves by 
the Ali Suna Muslims to build a separate mosque and 
a school. The Tidjaniat faction is said to be against the 
idea because the proper steps were not taken in accor- 
dance with the teachings of the Koran. Addressing the 
meeting, the eastern regional minister, Major Emmanuel 
Tetteh, said even though the Constitution guarantees 
freedom of religion, the governmcat cannot sit down 
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unconcerned when the security of the nation is threat- 
ened. He warned that appropriate sanctions would be 
taken against those who take the law into their own 
hands. 


The regional chief imam, Alhaji Abubakar Abdallah, 
called for peace among Muslims and asked them to use 
Ramadan to promote peace and unity among themselves 
and the nation as a whole. A representative of the 
national chief imam, Alhaji Yahaya Ali, noted that the 
recent spate of conflicts among Muslims has affected 
the image of Islam. He therefore called for tolerance 
and fellow- feeling among all Muslims. 


A lecturer at the University of Ghana, Dr. Issaka 
Abdallah, advised Muslims to use peaceful methods 
to settle their disputes. At the end of the discussions, 
the two factions agreed to have amicable settlement of 
their differences, following an advice by the Regional 
Security Council. 


Liberia 


Liberia: Monrovia Residents Stage Stay-At-Home 
Protest Over Fighting 


AB1I602180296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Monrovia was apparently a 
strangely quiet city today as residents observed a call 
by Muslim and Christian religious leaders to stay at 
home. It is a protest over continuing fighting in Liberia 
that has virtually put the peace process agreed in 
August last year into reverse. The cease-fire fell apart 
in the northwest where ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] fighters have 
clashed with peacekeeping forces, and there has been 
escalating violence in the southeast of the country. On 
the stay-at-home, Nyenati Allison sent a telex report 
from Monrovia: 


Businesses, banks, and schools here remained closed 
throughout the day while transport and government 
services have been partially shut down. Private radio 
stations and newspapers have also staged a blackout 
in solidarity with striking residents, but state-owned 
radio and NPFI_ (National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
leader Charles Taylor's private FM radio continued 
broadcasting. 


In a statement published here today, organizers of the 
Stay-home action, under the banner of the Interfaith 
Mediation Committee, said the action was prompted by 
the factions’ failure to disarm their fighters, and warned: 
This is only the beginning of a series of civic actions to 
be taken until total disarmament takes place. It said the 
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transitional government which the facuons demanded 
as precondition to disarmament was in place, but they 
have failed to move ahead with the military aspect of the 
Abuja Peace Accord. The statement added: Instead of 
cease-fire, disengagement, creation of security corridors 
and safe havens, and the deployment of ECOMOG 
(Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] forces, we continue to see 
more checkpoints mounted by warring factions, civilians 
harassed and killed, women raped, and fighting sull 
raging all over the country. 


Liberia's ruling Council of State is now divided over the 
Stay-home action. One of the three civilian representa- 
lives on the council, Oscar Quiah, said he supports the 
citizens’ action, and dismissed threats by Justice Min- 
ister Francis Garlawolo to sack any civil servant who 
refused to show up for work. Council Chairman Wilton 
Sankawolo, in a radio broadcast early today, described 
the stay-home action as an hostile act, but backed down 
three hours later as the stay-home action gained mo- 
mentum across the capital, saying: It is the democratic 
right of the people to express their opinion about events 
in the country by word of mouth or in writing, and by 
nonviolent action. He further said: Those who stay away 
from work as an expression of their desire for speedy 
disarmament are not to be arrested or molested in any 
way. 


Liberia: NPFL Returns Seized Helicopter to 
ECOMOG 


AB1702185596 Paris AFP in French 
1806 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Monrovia, 17 Feb (AFP) 
— The National Patriotic Front of Liberia, (NPFL, 
main armed faction) today returned to the inter-African 
force, the Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group [ECOMOG], the heli- 
copter seized yesterday by its fighters, the U.S. Embassy 
has announced. 


The aircraft and two others were donated to ECOMOG 
eight days ago by the U.S. Government as part of U.S. 
Government support to the peace process in Libera. 
[passage omitted] 


Liberia: Refugees Flee to Cote d’Ivoire To Escape 
Fighting 

AB1802155296 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 18 Feb 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The peace process in Liberia 
is being threatened by a fresh upsurge of fighting. 
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Since last month, there have been reports of a spate of 
attacks by Liberia Peace Council [LPC] rebels, battles 
with Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia], and the threat of an all-out ethnic conflict 
between Krahns and Grebos. Now, a fresh wave of 
refugees, about 500 of them, has arrived in the Ivory 
Coast border village of Drebo. From Monrovia, Nyenati 
Allison telexed this report: 


Aid workers who have been in contact with their 
colleagues in the Ivorian border region say people are 
fleeing into Ivory Coast to avoid the fighting. Others are 
said to be arriving in the port city of Harper. According 
to aid workers, some have died of hunger and exhaustion 
after traveling for days on the main highway linking 
lower Grand Gedeh County to Harper. The aid workers 
also confirmed that units of the LPC have raided Ivorian 
border villages in pursuit of NPFL fighters who escaped 
across the border last week. The LPC is also said to have 
seized vehicles belonging to Oxfam, Medecins Sans 
Frontieres, and the UN Department of Humanitarian 
Affairs which has been providing relief materials to 
people in this region since last weekend. Aid workers 
say despite pleas to the LPC leadership, the vehicles 
have not yet been returned. 


Niger 


Niger: Military Announces Referendum in June, 
Elections in Summer 


LD1702134096 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The military junta in Niger 
has decided that the return to democracy and to a 
civilian regime will take place three months earlier than 
previously scheduled. A constitutional referendum will 
take place in June rather than in September; presidential, 
general, and local elections will follow between July and 


September 1996. 
Niger: Military Junta Moves Forward Dates for 
Elections 


AB1702141896 Paris AFP in English 
0228 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Niamey, Feb 17 (AFP) — 
The military junta in Niger said Friday [16 February] 
that the “transition” to democracy would be shortened 
from 10 to seven months, meaning elections will take 
place between July and September. In a statement read 
on television, a spokesman for the National Salvation 
Council (CSN) said a referendum on a new constitution 
would be organized in June rather than in September. 
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He said amendments to fundamental texts on the Consti- 
tution, electoral law and rules for political parties were 
expected to be completed by April 15. 


The junta said the decision to bring forward the elections 
was a "gesture of goodwill" in response to the supportive 
attitude shown by members of the West African Entente 
Council which met Thursday in Kara, Togo. 


Niger's new head of state Colonel Ibrahim Bare Mainas- 
sara attended the meeting along with his peers from 
Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast and Togo. 


Niger: Ruling Military Council Calls ‘Big Rally’ in 
Niamey 

AB1702202396 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 17 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The military regime of Colonel 
Mainassara in Niger, which ousted the civilian govern- 
ment of President Ousmane on the 27th of January, 
can’t boast many friends. The international commu- 
nity has roundly condemned it, francophone African 
countries have also now called for a rapid return to 
democracy, cash flows from abroad have dried up, and 
austerity measures including salary cuts won't make it 
all that popular at home either. In apparent efforts to 
please, a civilian government has been appointed and a 
timetable of a year to elections was proposed. That was 
not enough, and last night the regime brought forward 
the date by three months. Well, today the ruling party 
the National Salvation Council has called a dig rally in 
Niamey. Our correspondent, Christina Cisse was there. 
Khadry Ahmed asked her what they had to say: 


(Begin recording} [Cisse] The key speech was delivered 
by the minister of finance to explain that priority is 
now going to lay on self-reliance. The income has to 
be created within the country. And, in this context, he 
called on people to contribute and, actually, within the 
first 30 minutes of the meeting, which is still going on, 
about 19 million CFA [francs] have been collected — 
that is, about 19,000 pounds. 


[Ahmed] Is this personal donation from ordinary citi- 
zens of Niger to the government or what, exactly? 


[Cisse] Like almost 2 million [francs] was given by 
the government, almost 2 million by the Council of 
National Salvation, then there was a trader who gave | 
million, [and] other traders gave 5 million. There were 
two big green boxes where the money was pul into and 
the checks that were coming in. 


[Ahmed] And, what is this money supposed to be used 
for? 
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(Cisse) It is supposed to be used for national recovery. 
As the minister explained, the country is spending 8 
billion CFA every month, and only gets 6 billion CFA 
every month, and so it is there to cover the balance. 


[Ahmed] How has this cal! been received? How was the 
call received by people at this particular rally? 


(Cisse) It is a bit difficult to judge. I think a lot of the 
people present were functionaries. At least half of the 
people there were obliged to be there, but there was 
also some popular participation, although the invitation 
only came yesterday. Anyway, the atmosphere was quite 
happy and jolly, and when the minister of communica- 
tion started to dance, because he was joyful that the 
money was coming in, everybody was applauding. 


[Ahmed] Now, Niger is under intense pressure from 
the international community. Is this rally, perhaps, a 
response to that pressure? 


(Cisse] Certainly, they are using this as an incentive to 
mobilize internal resources within Niger. They have put 
the priority on getting rid of depending on the outside, 
and they really don’t have much choice, although 
yesterday came this statement that the transitional period 
is reduced by three months and the election is going to 
be held before the end of September. We haven't really 
heard any official reaction by the donor countries so far, 
but it might help them a lot to get this money... 


(Ahmed, interrupting) Christina, is it clear at this point 
why the timetable for the return to democratic rule was 
brought forward? 


[Cisse] Well, you will have to look at the timing of 
the statement for the reduction of the timetable. It 
came after the meeting in Togo of the West African 
French-speaking countries, but it didn't really come 
directly afterwards. It came after the meeting of the 
French ambassador and the president of the Council for 
National Salvation, Col. Mainassara. [end recording) 


Niger: Foreign Minister Reacts To Francophone 
Condemnation of Coup 

LD1702224796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 17 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The situation in Niger was dis- 
cussed at length in Bordeaux, southwestern France, at 
the seventh conference of Francophone ministers. The 
situation in Niger outstaged other topical issues such as 
Burundi or the promotion of French on information su- 
perhighways. The Francophone community is concerned 
by Niger. The coup, carried out on 27 January, was con- 
demned unanimously in a resolution adopted this morn- 
ing. Niger Foreign Minister Mohamed Bazoum reacts to 
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the adoption of the resolution. He spoke to our special 
correspondent in Bordeaux, Muriel Pomponne: 


[Begin Bazoum recording) Although it is necessary to 
condemn the coup [as heard), cases should be dealt with 
individually and people should change their stance as 
the situation develops. They can observe the actions 
of the authorities in Niger at their leisure. In that 
respect I have been understood...[pauses] | have been 
understood chiefly by our development partners, which 
are the northern and Francophone countries attending 
this conference. In that respect I think this has been an 
important forum for Niger. 


I announced the new timetable this morning as an extra 
sign of the good will of the Niger authorities to speed 
up the process for return to democracy, and people 
took note of this. However, I am sorry to say that 
people stuck to principles instead of taking facts into 
account. In the resolution, people condemned...[pauses) 
It is true that society was urged to become involved in 
the electoral process, but we would have Kked to hear 
something that took into account the positive evolution 
of the situation. [end recording] 


Niger: CSN Chairman Signs Decrees Appointing 
Committee Members 


AB1902144396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara, head of state and chairman of the National Salva- 
tion Council [CSN], yesterday signed a decree related 
to the composition of the Coordinating Committee for 
the National Forum for Democratic Renewal (Comite 
de Coordination en vue du Forum National pour le Re- 
nouveau Democratique]. The committee comprises 30 
members. 


Furthermore, the CSN chairman yesterday signed a 
decree related to the composition of the Committee 
of Wisemen. Under the decree, about 100 personalities 
have been appointed members. The tasks involved will 
be carried out on a voluntary-help basis as called for by 
the public opinion. 


Niger: National Salvation Council Maintains State 
of Emergency 

LD1902150396 Paris Radio France International 

in French 0730 GMT 19 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The state of emergency in Niger 
is being maintained. The measure was introduced fol- 
lowing the coup d'etat of 27 January. Thus, public 
demonstrations and gatherings remain prohibited and 
according to the National Salvation Council any in- 
fringements will face the force of the law. 
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Niger: Labor Union Rejects Pay “uts Demanded by persons aged 55 and over, persons with medically 
Government proven cases of tuberculosis, cancer, leprosy, and AIDS. 


AB1902211396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Federation of Labor Unions 
of Niger [USTN]}, through its secretary general, Ibrahim 
Mayaki, today rejected the pay reductions demanded 
by the government as part of efforts being made 
for the country’s economic recovery. He explained 
that the pay cuts would aggravate the misery of the 
workers whose income can in no way be compared to 
those of government members who have the minimum 
to go to work. The USTN secretary general further 
accused the government of wishing to pursue the former 
leaders’ policies. He criticized them for maintaining an 
unpopular tax and continuing the privatization of state 
enterprises. 

Niger: CSN Chairman Pardons Prisoners Serving 
One-Year Term 


AB2002105296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} The National Salvation Council 
chairman and head of state today issued a decree 


granting pardon to prisoners. 


Article 1: On the occasion of the feast of Ramadan, ‘Id 
al-Fitr, pardon has been granted to prisoners under the 
terms defined in the following articles. 


Article 2: Any person who at the time of the issuing of 
this present decree has been serving a prison sentence 
following a final court order for an offense termed 
crime or misdemeanor will be granted pardon for the 
remainder of the prison sentence to be served if it is 
one year or less. 


Article 3: The pardon granted in the aforementioned 
Article 2 does not apply to persons convicted of stealing 
with aggravating circumstances or more serious charges, 
persons convicted of dealing in fake currency, persons 
convicted of embezzling public funds, persons convicted 
of forgery and use of forgery in public administration, 
persons convicted of murder, parricide, assassination, 
poisoning, persons convicted of importing or selling 
drugs, or those convicted of escaping or attempting to 
escape from prison. However, the convicts referred to 
in this present article will be granted pardon if the 
remainder of the prison sentence to be served is six 
months or less. 


Article 4: The provisions of the aforementioned Article 
3 notwithstanding, the following persons will be granted 
pardon for the remainder of their prison sentence — 
those who are underage, nursing or expectant mothers, 


Article 5: The minister of justice and human rights is 
charged with implementing the present decree. 


Niger: Eight Involved in Alleged ‘Commando 
Action’ Released 

AB2002115396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Niger, the eight people ar- 
rested in Niamey six days ago for an alleged commando 
action were released on the order of Colonel Ibrahim 
Barre Mainassara, chairman of the National Salvation 
Council and head of state. Our correspondent, Malam 
Yaro, has the details from Niamey: 


(Begin Yaro recording) The minister of interior, who 
announced the release of the eight personalities accused 
of and arrested for — according to the official version 
— plotting against the state, did not point out why the 
release was decided. The communique simply states that 
the eight personalities, whose names were mentioned on 
the national radio and television, have been released. 
Among them are two brothers of former President Ma- 
hamane Ousmane and former Interior Minister Ousmane 
Oumarou, who is close to the deposed president of the 
Republic and also member of the political bureau of 
ex-president Ousmane’s banned party, the Democratic 
and Social Convention-Rahama, CDS-Rahama. A third 
personality is Sylla Mamadou, who is also a member of 
the CDS-Rahama political bureau. 


The eight personalities were arrested on the instruction 
of the CSN [National Salvation Council], the ruling 
military junta, for possessing war weapons at their 
residences as part of a plot against state security. But 
national newspapers in general pointed out that the 
personalities were arrested because they were allegedly 
planning to abduct the former president of the Republic 
and place him in a Western embassy in Niamey. Their 
plan was to enable Mr. Ousmane to make an appeal for 
resistance against the ruling military junta. 


In any event, observers in Niamey are of the view that 
the release of the personalities is part of the tension- 
defusing measures called for by the CSN. Purthermore, 
it is in line with these measures that CSN Chairman 
Mainassara has signed an order pardoning a number of 
common law prisoners. [end recording} 


—— Sa 
18 prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-034 


32 WEST AFRICA 20 February 1996 

Nigeria "She is being looked after by the American charge 
Nigeria: ournalist Detained. Released d'affaires, and will be staying in Lagos tonight, but we 
by ty ay a os don’t know what the plans are for the longer term." 


LD1602201196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 190] GMT 16 Feb 96 


(By Andrew Woodcock, PA News] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) A BBC journalist is being held 
by Nigeria's State Security Service after being detained 
in Lagos. 

No reason has been given for the detention of 28-year- 
old Hilary Andersson, who took up her post as the 


BBC's Nigeria Correspondent at the start of this week. 
She was detained on Thursday afternoon. 


The BBC has called for Ms Andersson's immediate 
release and representations are being made to Nigeria's 
military rulers by the British High Commission and the 
US Consulate General. 


Ms Andersson, a US citizen, received a consular visit 
from a British official this morning and was said to be 
“well” and to be being “well treated”. 


The BBC World Service's Editor of Newsgathering, 
Rick Thompson, said he was increasingly concerned 
about her detention and could think of no reason for 
it. 

He said: "Since her arrival in Lagos, Hilary has reported 
events according to BBC standards of accuracy and 
impartiality. 

"We can think of no reason why she should have been 
held. Our latest information is that she is being treated 
well.” 


The Editor of BBC World Service News and Current 
Affairs, Bob Jobbins, has written to Nigeria's head 
of state, General Sani Abacha, expressing the BBC's 
“grave concern” at the incident and calling for Ms 
Andersson's immediate release. 

Ms Andersson has worked for the BBC since 1991. 
Until this week she was based in London as a producer 
for the World Service and World Service Television. 


The BBC heard later that Ms Andersson had been 
released without charge this evening. 

She appears to have been well-treated, but no reason 
for her detention had yet been received, said a BBC 
spokeswoman. 

She added: "We have just heard that she was released 
without charge about an hour ago (6.30pm GMT). 


"She is OK but we haven't had a chance to talk to her 
yee 


Nigeria: Seized Nigeria Airways Plane Returns 
From United Kingdom 


AB1902100296 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 18 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) The Nigeiia Airways DC10 
aircraft, seized in London for allegedly bringing in inad- 
missible passengers into Britain, has been released. The 
plane departed London yesterday night after the reso- 
lution of its differences between the Nigeria Airways 
and the British Home Office which seized the plane 
for failing to pay a fine of 1.2 million pounds for its 
alleged offense. The latest seizure came just after ac- 
cords released the same aircraft from an earlier seizure. 
The Nigeria Airways head of corporate information, Mr. 
Chris Aligbe, in a press release today, said the plane ar- 
rived in Lagos this morning after its ordeal following 
two successful actions by the Briush Home Office and 
Nigerian advertising agency in London. 


Nigeria: State Administrator Urges Closer 
Relations With Niger 


AB190°095096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 19 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Yobe State administrator, 
Alhaji Dabo Aliyu, has called for closer cooperation 
between Nigeria and the Republic of Niger. He made 
the call while exchanging views with the prefect of Diffa 
in Niger Republic, Alhaji Shehu Mallam Ali, who paid 
him a courtesy visit in Damaturu. Musa Issa has the 
story: 


[Begin Issa recording) Alhaji Dabo Aliyu explained 
that such cooperation should focus more attenuon in 
the areas of security and economic development. The 
administrator stated that Yobe State government has 
mapped out programs aimed at dealing with some group 
of people popularly called tubawa and odawa who are 
of the habit of causing disturbances along the border 
areas of the two nations. Alhaji Dabo Aliyu thanked 
the Diffa governor and his entourage for the visit. He 
assured the government and people of Niger Republic of 
Nigerian Government's support and cooperation toward 
the development of Niger Republic, more especially in 
its march toward establishing an enduring democratic 
structure. 


Speaking earlier, the governor of Diffa, Alhaji Shehu 
Mallam Ali, told the administrator that they are in 
Nigeria to explain to the government and people of the 
State and indeed, the country in general, the reasons 
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that militated the takeover of power by the military in 
his home nation. He explained that the military took 
over power to save the country from imminent collapse 
and destabilization. Alhaji Shehu Mallam Ali, who is 
a civilian governor of Diffa, revealed that the former 
civilian administration of their country was unable to 
govern the country effectively. He said that during their 
tenure, education, economic, and social standards of the 
nation were at the verge of collapsing. The governor 
of Diffa, who was accompanied on the visit by some 
local government chairmen, traditional rulers, members 
of business communities, have since departed Yobe for 
their home country. [end recording] 


Nigeria: General Abacha Addresses Nation, 
Presents 1996 Budget 


AB1602150796 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2100 GMT 15 Feb 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Fellow Nigerians: In my bud- 
get address of 1995, I reaffirmed the commitment of 
this administration toward ensuring political stability 
and placing our economy on the path of growth and 
recovery. I restated our determination to restore peace, 
harmony, and confidence among our people and to put 
behind us the unhealthy politic: climate which retarded 
Our progress as a nation. This was our mission through- 
out the year 1995 and this remains the aspiration of our 
people. As we witness the peaceful passage to 1996, I 
congratulate our countrymen and women for their sup- 
port and solidarity. Thanks to you all, this administra- 
tion has been able to record some major achievements. 
The year 1995 witnessed positive developments in our 
program of political transition and economic recovery. 


The National Constitutional Conference, inaugurated in 
1994, successfully completed its work and produced a 
new constitution for our beloved country. The new con- 
stituuon was the product of our collective desire to pro- 
mote peace, unity, and a sense of belonging. The Con- 
stitution shall be a lasting legacy to future generations 
of Nigerians. The overwhelming support of our people 
for the new constitution justified the importance of the 
conference. In keeping with our pledge to announce a 
political program within three months of the submission 
of the constitution we released a three-year transition 
program on | October 1995. I am glad to state that all 
the transition institutions announced in my national day 
broadcast have been established and dully inaugurated. 
These are: The National Electoral Commission of Nige- 
ria, the Political Transition Implementation Committee, 
the Committee on Creation of States and Local Govern- 
ments and Boundary Adjustments, the Federal Charac- 
ter Commission, the National Reconciliation Commit- 
tee, and the Committee on Devolution of Powers Be- 
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tween the Federal, States, and Local Governments. It 
is our collective responsibility to give these commil- 
tees maximum support to enable them discharge their 
responsibilities. This administration has demonstrated 
it wants an action, it’s resolve to achieve an enduring 
democracy that can stand the test of time. It remains for 
all well-meaning Nigerians to exhibit a sense of patrio- 
lism and to move our nation forward. In my subsequent 
address to the nation, I also stated that a stable polit- 
ical system should be anchored on a sound economic 
foundation. A viable political system cannot stand on 
a fragile economic base. Our mission, therefore, was 
to place our economic footing by getting our priorities 
right and utilizing our enormous human and material 
resources for national transformation. We have had to 
introduce economic reforms which would have lasting 
positive effects on the lives of our people. We have had 
to be guided by our past experiences and realities of our 
times in turning the economy around. There is no eco- 
nomic gain without sacrifice. The prospects for growth 
are higher now than ever before. 


Review of the 1995 Budget: The 1995 budget was a 
budget of hope, a budget of incentives, a budget of lib- 
eration, and above all, a budget of renewal in which 
this administration has sought to create of atmosphere 
designed to encourage the ever enterprising Nigerians 
to explore their potentials to the attainment of self- 
sustained national economic development. It is gratify- 
ing to state that a good measure of microeconomic sta- 
bility was achieved in 1995. The estimated growth rate 
of the economy was 2.7 percent due largely to crude 
petroleum which is 0.78 percent and the producers of 
government service 1.06 percent relative to the recorded 
performance of 1.01 percent minus 2.6 percent and 2.5 
percent respectively for these indices in 1994. 


The growth rates for agriculture and manufacturing were 
3.19 percent and 2.01 percent in 1995 in contrast to 
3.02 percent and minus 5.04 percent achieved in 1994. 
Although the inflaionary measures persisted during 
the year under review, the measures put in place to 
curb inflation have begun to show positive results. 
The macroeconomic measures designed to relax the 
pressures in the 1995 budget needed adequate gestation 
period. The reasons for the inflationary pressure are not 
far to seek: a low level of production by industries, 
high transportation cost, and foreign exchange rates. 
The expansionary physical operation of government in 
1994, coupled with increased pump price of petroleum 
products later that year fuelled inflationary measures. It 
is expected that with the policies now fully operational, 
the level of inflation should be curtailed between 20 
percent and 30 percent in December 1996. 
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On the revenue front, the performance in 1995 was ap- 
preciable. Aggregate revenue accruable to the federation 
account was 165 billion naira, representing an increase 
of 43 percent compared to the budgeted amount of 116 
billion naira. It is worthy of note that the non-oil revenue 
performance, for instance, amounted to an increase of 
68 percent over the 1994 receipts. From a fiscal deficit 
of 81 billion naira in 1994, the Federal Government 
recorded a fiscal surplus of | billion naira in 1995, or 
0.06 percent of GDP. A higher level of surplus would 
have been recorded but for the increase in personnel 
costs resulting from the increases granted late 1994 in 
respect of accommodation and transport allowances. Be- 
sides, there was domestic debt service charge amounting 
to 28 billion naira. 


In the external sector, pressure on our balance of pay- 
ments remained unrelenting. Our total external debt 
stock as at December 31st, 1995 stood at $32.585 bil- 
lion. The increase from $29.429 billion in 1994 in spite 
of the fact that no new loans were contracted during the 
year resulted from a combination of accumulated debt 
service payment arrears and depreciation of the United 
States dollar relative to some key currencies. Although 
significant achievement was recorded in 1995 over that 
of 1994, more efforts sull have been made to further 
improve the living condition of our people. Factors that 
mitigated against a rapid economic growth include in- 
adequate technological capacity to make our industry 
respond quickly and positively to perceived local ex- 
port demands. 


Moreover, our economy was threatened by a partially 
distressed financial sector, limited infrastructural facili- 
ties and services. We must, as a people, fully evolve ut- 
most structures, arrangements of opportunities for rapid 
national economic advancement, and effectively capi- 
talize on these measures which have so far been es- 
tablished, particularly by the 1995 budget. We must 
continue with our efforts to lay a solid foundation for 
an efficient market economy in 1996 and beyond by 
steadfastly fine tuning and consolidating the consider- 
able gains of the 1995 budget so as to move confidently 
toward her experience of self-sustained economic devel- 
opment. This is the major thrust of the 1995-96 budget, 
which is, indeed, 2 budget of consolidation. 


The 1996 to 1998 National Rolling Plan: The 1996 to 
1998 rolling plan, which provide the base for the 1996 
Capital budget, aims at building Nigeria's productive ca- 
pacity and completing those projects which should free 
the economy from external dependence. To this end, 
Capital projects have been classified into those that can 
be completed in 1996 and those that must be completed 
within the planned period. Moreover, emphasis had been 
given to projects which would enhance the productive 
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sector of the economy, social development, and poverty 
alleviation. The plan, which focuses on the maintenance 
and rehabilitation of existing economic 2n4 social in- 
frastructural facilities that form the basis for long-term 
sustainable growth and projects that would enhance our 
national self-reliance. In line with this administration's 
fiscal policy, disbursement will in 1996 continue to go 
through the planning and budgeting process. Govern- 
ment is determined to rectify all fiscal lapses through 
strict adherence to the policies and programs embodied 
in successive rolling plans and annual budgets. 


Petroleum Trust Fund: The board of the Petroleum Trust 
Fund, which I inaugurated in 1995, commence opera- 
tion, first, by identifying key projects in all parts of the 
federation so as to bring about equitable development 
to all our communities. It is gratifying to know that 
the board has virtually completed all feasibility studies 
on the identified projects nationwide. The investment, 
portfolio, and the (?flood) of projects, has given pre- 
eminence to roads, road transport, and waterways, ed- 
ucation, health, food supply, and security services. As 
regards road projects, for instance, a total of 12,00 km 
have been identified for rehabilitation and construction. 
In order that the operation of the Trust Pund will make 
maximum impact on our people, they should be catego- 
rized into short, medium, and long-term projects. The 
projects under the Petroleum Trust Fund will be stream- 
lined with those already approved under the National 
Rolling Plan to make greater impact on our global de- 
velopment efforts. 


The Goal of the Policy Thrust of the 1996 Budget: 
The performance of the 1995 budget paved the way 
for the 1996 budget. The policy measures put in place 
laid the foundation for economic recovery. However, 
government is also aware of those constraints that faced 
the economy during the year. Economic recovery can 
only be gradual and must be backed by consistency 
in policy. Policies that have shown some positive 
impact on the economy must be allowed to stand 
the test of time. Frequent changes in policies have 
often adversely affected our economic planning and 
growth. Government's guiding principle, therefore, will 
be continuity and adjustment as the circumstances 
dictate. 


The objectives of the 1996 budget are as follows: En- 
hancement of increased production and productive ca- 
pacity, encouragement of export promotion and growth, 
promotion of non-oil prime movers, including agricul- 
ture and solid minerals as the nation’s major foreign 
exchange carner, improvement of capacity utilization in 
the manufacturing sector and local sourcing of raw ma- 
terials through well targeted incentives, poverty allevi- 
ation, creation of jobs and continued industrial peace, 
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reduction in the inflation rate, encouragement of greater 
participation of the private sector in the economy with 
the view to the eventual emergence of that sector as the 
engine of growth, enhancement of scientific and techno- 
logical development to lay a firm industrial base, inten- 
sive revenue collection drive, drastic reduction of fis- 
cal deficit through curtailment of wasteful expenditure, 
stringent control of extra-budgetary spending, guided 
deregulation of interest rates, continuation of guided 
deregulation in the management of the foreign exchange 
market in order to narrow the gap between the official 
and the autonomous exchange rate, judicious transfer of 
resources from avoidable, recurrent avenues to Capital 
expenditure to boost development, continued consolida- 
tion of the government revenue and expenditure in order 
to enhance accountability and transparency, ensure sta- 
ble and consistent macroeconomic environment. 


These set objectives are consistent with this administra- 
tion's intention to effectively address the problems of 
our economy and social stability. The year 1996 there- 
fore poses yet another challenge to us to move the nation 
forward. 


Revenue projection: The average selling price of crude 
oil between January and December 1995 was $17.25 
per barrel. However, in view of the usual vagaries of 
the international oil market, the price of $16 per barrel 
has been adopted for the purpose of computing the 
1996 revenue projection from crude oil sale. At an 
Official exchange rate of 22 naira to $1, the projection 
translates into an estimated oil revenue amounting to 
214 billion naira. Non- oil revenue is projected as 126 
billion naira. The Federal Government net revenue for 
1996 is therefore estimated at 340 billion naira. 


Expenditure estimates: In 1996, greater emphasis shall 
be placed on development of the productive sectors of 
the economy. In 1995, capital expenditure amounted 
to 44 billion naira while the recurrent expenditure 
stood at 66 billion naira. For 1996, a total of 48 
billion naira has been budgeted for capital expenditure 
while recurrent expenditure amounts to 77 billion naira. 
Included in the recurrent expenditure are provisions 
for the payment of arrears of pensions and gratuities, 
payment for transition program activities, and provisions 
for increase in personnel cost. Furthermore, the sum of 
5 billion naira has been set aside for the payment of 
debts owed to local contractors. Additional measures 
to address the problem of domestic debts will be 
announced by the minister of finance with regard to 
the servicing of external debts, the provision of $2 
billion has been made as was in 1995. Pull details of 
the projected revenue and expenditure profile will, as 
usual, be furnished by the minister of finance in his 
press briefing on the 1996 budget. However, I should 
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point out that government will substanually increase 
agricultural production, enhance the quality of education 
and health care delivery, promote the development 
of solid minerals and refurbish the existing railways. 
Provision has also been made for the completion of the 
Calabar Export Processing Zone, enhancement of the 
industrialization process, improvement of infrastructural 
facilities such as power, telecommunications and water 
supply, advancement of research, rehabilitauon, and 
maintenance of federal highways nationwide. 


The Federal Government will deal decisively with the 
problem of insecurity of lives and property. Adequate 
provisions have therefore been made to effectively 
mobilize and support the police and the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency. In the 1995 budget address, 
I stated that in order to reduce waste and minimize extra 
budgetary expenditures, the existing parastatals will be 
rationalized with a view to pruning their number. In this 
regard, government has set up a COmmittee to examine 
the parastatals and their funcuons. The committee 1s 
expected to submit its report in the first quarter of 1996. 


State and Local Government Revenue: By the appli- 
cation of the revenue allocation formula, state govern- 
ments’ share of the federation account revenue is 37 
billion naira while local government allocation amounts 
to 31 billion naira. In addition, state governments will 
receive 8.8 billion naira and local governments 5.5 bil- 
lion naira from the VAT. This level of enhanced allo- 
cations, which cannot meet the entire financial require- 
ment of either tier of government, reinforces the need 
for the state and local governments to redouble their in- 
ternal revenue generation efforts. I expect to see in 1996 
concrete ,esults in this regard. State and local govern- 
ments will be encouraged to take a more positive part in 
the development of agriculture, education, and health as 
provided for in the new constitution. Accordingly, they 
should put in place the appropriate machinery for the 
implementation of these provisions. 


Fiscal Policy: The 1995 fiscal policy was designed to 
strengthen trade policy, provide appropriate rate of pro- 
tection for industry and agriculture, stabilize commerce, 
consumer prices, and foster reasonable growth in the 
productive sectors. The 1996 fiscal policy is designed 
primarily to reinforce the 1995 fiscal policy objectives 
and above all, to put in place well conceived inc. tives 
aimed at stimulating domestic production. Full details 
will be provided by the minister of finance. 


Personal Income Tax: In furtherance of the govern- 
ment's policy to shift emphasis from an income con- 
sumption as a basis for taxation, a package of personal 
income tax release is granted with effect from | January 
1996. This includes reduction of the highest marginal 
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rate of personal income tax from 30 percent to 25 "iu4- 
Ceat, increase in the level of earned income which will 
be exempted from tax from 7,500 naira to 10,000 naira, 
and increase in the children allowance. Moreover, with- 
holding tax on dividend and interest is now a final tax 
in the hands of recipients, while the capital transfer tax 
is hereby abrogated . 


Company's Tax: Government has also granted an array 
of incentives in respect of company taxation with effect 
from | January 1996, in a bid to stimulate production 
and accelerate the rate of economic development and the 
general stanJard of living in our country. This includes 
the reduction of the rate of company's income tax 
from 35 percent to 30 percent, reduction in the rate 
of capital gains tax from 20 percent to 10 percent, 
new rates of capital allowance, additional incentives 
for manufacturing enterprises, tax reliefs for export 
free zone enterprises, export oriented enterprises, solid 
minerals, tourism-related services, as well as research 
and developn.ent activities. The government has also 
decided that as from 1996, it is mandatory for all 
companies with a turnover of | million naira and above 
to file self-assessment returns. 


Value Added Tax: The VAT has continued to be an 
exemplary success story since inception on | January 
1994. In 1994, the VAT yielded a total revenue of 8.6 
billion naira. This increased almost by 250 percent to 21 
billion naira in 1995. The government will continue to 
improve the administrative machinery of its collection 
in 1996. This will be mainly in the area of broadening 
its base by eliminating all extra statutory extensions and 
aggressive registration and tax collection drives. In this 
regard, the government has approved the establishment 
of 25 additional VAT offices and five zonal VAT 
tribunals. 


I am aware that the distribution of the VAT proceeds 
among the three tier of government, has generated some 
lively debate. The consensus has been that the present 
formula should be reviewed. After due consideration, 
the government has decided that in 1996, the distribution 
formula should be as follows: 35 percent to the Federal 
Government, 40 percent to the state governments and 
Abuja, 25 percent for the local governments. In 1996, 
government intends to continue with the improvement 
and modernization of tax administration, both at the 
federal and state levels, and the training of staff to 
make the tax authorities more positive, efficient, and 
productive. The productivity incentive package which 
started at the federal level in 1995 will continue in 
1996 and be extended to the state tax authorities. 
The amendment to the various tax laws has been 
piecemeal over the years. To simplify reference to fiscal 
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legislation, government has codified all tax laws of 
Nigeria up to 31 December 1995. 


Review of Customs and Excise Tariffs: The new seven- 
year tariff of customs and excise came into effect on 
1 March 1995. However, the need to fine tune some 
of the tarrifs has become inevitable. Accordingly, with 
effect from 1 January 1996, some import duties have 
been reduced, a few additional commodities have been 
placed on the import provision list, while a few others 
have been removed entirely from the list. In addition, the 
35 percent custom duty rebate on all consignment laying 
at the port on or after 31 July 1995, which was approved 
by government in August last year to cushion the harsh 
effects of inflation on the economy, will continue on a 
month-to-month basis on selected items. Details will be 
provided by the minister of finance. 


Imposition of Taxes and Levies on Companies by State 
Governments: The taxation of companies and other cor- 
porate bodies is vested on the Federal Government. In- 
come tax accruing from this source, is normally shared 
among the three tier of government through the fed- 
eration account. Recently, state and local governments 
are alleged to have imposed additional taxes or levies 
on some corporate entities which have paid their normal 
corporate taxes to the Federal Government. To avoid in- 
cidence of multiple taxation, a committee will be estab- 
lished to examine the various tax laws to ensure harmo- 
nization and proper application in state and local gov- 
ernments. 


Export policy: The main goal of this administration's 
export policy has been the active promotion of non-oil 
exports with the view to enhancing foreign exchange 
receipts from this sector and at the same time, reducing 
our dependence on oil as the principal source of rev- 
enue. To this end, a large number of the incentives had 
been provided. In 1996, the implementation of the in- 
centives schemes will be given added impetus and wider 
publicity to promote and sustain the tempo on non-oil 
exports. In addition, export of derivatives of Nigeria's 
major food production will be encouraged. Government 
has also decided that in the interest of efficiency, the ad- 
ministration and disbursement of export incentive: shall 
be, with immediate effect, entrusted to the Nigeria Ex- 
port Promotion Council. 


Monetary and Credit Policy: As usual, monetary pol- 
icy in 1996 is designed to complement fiscal policy 
and substantially moderating the inflationaty measures, 
strengthening the external sector and naira exchange 
rate, as well as stimulating growth and employment. 
The governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria will issue 
detailed guidelines on monetary and credit policy. 
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Exchange Rate Policy: The 1995 budget established an 
autonomous foreign exchange market under a deregu- 
lated regime which saw the exchange rate determined 
by market forces. Existing side by side with a fixed 
exchange rate of 22 naira to a dollar, which was main- 
tained for eligible official transactions including debt 
service. 

Since the establishment AFEM [Autonomous Foreign 
Exchange Market), relative stability has been attained 
in the foreign exchange market. In the interest of 
sustainability of this positive development, there is need 
for the eventual merger of the official and autonomous 
rates. In the meantime, the government will continue 
to maintain the dual exchange rate system. With the 
official exchange rate of 22 naira to a dollar, government 
will continue to intervene in the autonomous market 
on a monthly basis. The ultimate oal of our exchange 
rate policy is the eventual merger of the two rates of 
exchange. For the avoidance of doubt, all commercial 
transactions will be conducted at the autonomous rate. 


Interest Rates: The fixing of interest rates during the 
last fiscal year arose from the genuine desire to achieve 
macroeconomic stability and promote investment in the 
productive sectors. Government is committed to the 
achievement of this objective in 1996. The interest rate 
regime of 1995 is therefore maintained. Accordingly, 
banks and other official institutions and other financial 
institutions are required to maintain a maximum spread 
of 7.5 percent between their deposit and lending rates, 
subject to a maximum lending rate of 21 percent. 


Sectoral Allocation of Credits: In a bid to foster effi- 
cient resource allocation in the economy, sectoral credit 
allocation will be phased out in stages. It will be re- 
placed by appropriate incentives to encourage banks’ 
voluntary lending to priority sectors. It is expected that 
the necessary conditions for realizing this objective will 
be achieved in 1996. For the meantime, mandatory allo- 
cation of credit to export, solid minerals, manufacturing 
and agriculture shall be maintained. 

Resolving Financial Sector Distress: Policies enunciated 
in the 1995 budget for tackling defaults and distress in 
the financial system and to restore public confidence 
will be strengthened in 1996. In particular, the imple- 
mentation of the Failed Bank Decree will be intensified 
and due attention given to cases arising from nonbank 
financial institutions in the work of the tribunals. The 
Failed Bank Decree will be amended to bring to book 
borrowers who default the banking system. Officials of 
other banks who contribute to defrauding their banks 
would also be tried by the tribunals. 

Capital Market: The high expectations that the promul- 
gation of the Nigerian Investment Promotion Decree 
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1995 and the Foreign Exchange Monitoring and Miscel- 
laneous Provision Decree 1995 would enable the stock 
exchange to go international and mobilize capital world- 
wide are yet to materialize. This is a cause for concern. 
In order to identify the factors constraining the stock 
exchange’s desired growth and recommend solutions, 
government will in 1996 set up a panel to review the 
Nigerian stock exchange and related agencies and cod- 
ify all laws relating to security dealings. The operators 
and participants will derive their powers and functions 
from a common body of legislation instead of from sev- 
era! pieces of legislation operated independently by each 
agency. 


Pension Fund: It is the objective of government to 
ensure that Nigerians enjoy a reasonable standard of 
living after retirement. This is in line with our policy 
of poverty alleviation enunciated in the 1996 budget. In 
this connection, government will ensure that not only 
adequate provisions are made, but also that pension 
assets are appropriately invested to provide. adequately 
for retired persons. Appropriate tax relief has also 
been provided to encourage self-employed individuals 
who wish to set up their own independent retirement 
accounts to be managed for them by banks, insurance, 
and other financial institutions. Government will focus 
greater attenuon on methods relating to retirement 
benefits. Appropriate machinery will be put in place at 
all levels of government to ensure that pension assets 
are invested in ways that provide adequately for reured 
persons. The necessary legislation will be made to 
protect the rights and privileges of pensioners. 


External Debt Profile: As at 31 December, Nigeria's 
external debt stock stood at $32.585 billion. This 
represents an increase of over $3 billion since the 
previous year in spite of the fact that no new laws were 
taken in 1995. Furthermore, government has serviced its 
debt at the rate of 2 billion dollars per year for the past 
five years. A scientific analysis indicates that the bulk of 
the debt, about 66.5 percent is owed to the Paris Club. 
Due to our limited resources, however, government 
has again allocated 2 billion dollars to external debt 
service in 1996. The process of negotiation with the 
Paris Club toward meaningful debt rescheduling will 
continue. In the fiscal year 1996, the medium term 
economic adjustment program will be negotia.ed. It is 
expected that the policy thrust of the 1996 budget will 
facilitate and accelerate the discussion. 


Leasing: In 1995, government decided that certain en- 
terprises which require high managerial and technical 
expertise should not be sold off, but should be pri- 
vatized by way of contract-leasing arrangements. This 
should evolve a leasing-management contract or joint 
venture management with both foreign and local entre- 
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preneurs. In particular, government will complete the 
petrochemical industries and ensure that the refineries 
are put al a Maximum production level prior to leasing. 
The decrees on general leasing and leasing of public 
enterprises will be promulgated in 1996. Guidelines on 
leasing contracts, management contracts, and joint ven- 
ture agreements will also be issued. 


Privatization anu Commercialization: As a matter of 
policy, government will encourage and permit private 
sector enterprises to complement the services of institu- 
tions such as NEPA [National Electric Power Author- 
ity) and NITEL [Nigerian Telecommunications Limited] 
with the objective of achieving their full commercializa- 
tion. After being fully commercialized, these enterprises 
will be self-accounting. Apart from exceptional circum- 
stances, government will not fund them after December 
1996. The minister of finance will provide details on 
these measures. 


The Oil Industry: The major problems of the oil 
industry stem from the lack of the relevant technological 
capability, limited indigenous participation, community 
relations, and the country’s inability to participate 
fully in the management and disbursement of the joint 
venture cash calls. Government has devised a strategy 
to overcome the problems. Details will be given by the 
minister of finance. 


Streamlining Operations at Nigerian Ports: Government 
is concerned that operations at the port are cumbersome 
and slow. To improve the present situation, government 
has decided on a number of actions, details of which 
will be furnished by the minister of finance. 


Preshipment Inspection: With effect from | January 
1996, importers will be responsible for the fees of in- 
spection agents. Preshipment agents will continue to as- 
sess import duties and oil imports to Nigeria must be ac- 
companied with IDR’s [?International Drawing Rights). 
Any goods imported without IDR’s will be confiscated 
and the shipping agent will be penalized for shipping 
goods illegally into Nigeria. The Comprehensive In- 
spection Supervision Scheme Decree will be amended 
accordingly in 1996. 


Public Sector Reform: Fellow Nigerians, this admin- 
istration has been committed toward streamlining the 
machinery of government for effective implementation 
of policies and decisions. Accordingly, the reform we 
have initiated in the key segments of the public sector, 
namely the civil service and parastatals, will be carried 
to their logical conclusions in 1996. 


The reports of the various panels have been studied and 
the implementation of their recommendations has com- 
menced. The ongoing civil service reforms are meant to 
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enhance the productivity and efficiency of the service 
which have degenerated over the years. It is obvious that 
no public policy would make any impact on the nation 
if the machinery of government meant top implement 
such policies is defective. Government 1s therefore de- 
termined to restructure and reorganize the civil service, 
improve the working environment of public servants and 
give them the necessary incentives to motivate them to- 
ward a result-oriented service. * The Organized Private 
Sector: In formulating economic policies, government 
has always taken into consideration the views of the or- 
ganized private sector. The wide range of consultations 
Carried out during the 1996 budget process was meant 
to take into account th. input of the operators of the pri- 
vate sector. The economic reforms undertaken by this 
administration in the last two years have offered them 
great challenges. They should therefore closely walk in 
partnership with the public sector so as to ensure the 
success of the policies already put in place. 


I expect to see in 1996, the private sector addressing 
the issues of inflation control, increased productivity, 
and capacity utilization in our industries, as well as job- 
creation for the great number of unemployed Nigerians, 
particularly the youth. We shall continue to dialogue 
with the organized private sector in these and other 
related areas of our national development. 


Youth Development: I note with great sense of pride, 
the role of our youth in national development. Their 
patriotism and hard work has been aptly demonstrated 
by their support and solidarity for the progress of our 
great country, particularly in these challenging times. 
Our young men and women have demonstrated to the 
whole world their capability in the field of sports and 
other social activities. 


The Nigerian youth are respected worldwide and the 
nation remains proud of them. The youth are indeed a 
great asset for the present and for the future greatness 
of Nigeria. Government remains committed toward 
assisting our youth to attain gainful employment and 
to contribute meaningfully to our national development. 
The relevant ministries and agencies charged with 
the sole responsibility for youth development and job 
Creation will be supported to achieve these objectives. 


Let me emphasize that these opportunities offer great 
Challenges to our youth. Our nation is becoming increas- 
ingly competitive particulariy in employment opportu- 
nities. Nigerian youth should therefore put their talents 
and skill to good use. They should not fall prey to bad 
influences and social vices which could be detrimental 
to their future. 


Women in National Developmen: The active participa- 
tion of women in our national l\fe has made a tremen- 
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dous impact on our social and economic development. 
Accordingly, government established the Ministry for 
Women Affairs and Social Development in 1995 to sup- 
port their efforts at grass- roots mobilization and eco- 
nomic activities. 

The Family Support Program has successfully taken off 
with overwhelming public support. The ministry will 
be given the necessary resources and encouragement to 
discharge its functions effectively. In the years ahead, 
women will surely have greater roles to play, not only 
at the home front but also in all our public and private 
sectors. I call on all women to contribute meaningfully 
to national development by participating actively during 
the period of the current political transition to demo- 
cratic governance. 


Aspiring Politicians: To all aspiring politicians, | need 
only to reemphasize that the new Constitution has 
offered unfettered opportunities to aspire to any political 
Office in Nigeria irrespective of state of origin or 
political persuasions. The power-sharing formula, which 
was entrenched in the Constitution, should leave no one 
in doubt that Nigerians should have due respect for 
one another. For the first time in our history, we have 
collectively resolved to create for ourselves a sense of 
belonging. 


The fear of domination or marginalization has been 
adequately addressed by the new Constitution. Our 
politicians must learn from the bitter experiences of 
the past and also from contemporary political events 
elsewhere, and avoid those mistakes which have led 
to instability in our political process. If we must 
succeed, there must be a mature and orderly practice of 
partisan politics. No purpose will be served by actions 
and behaviors that could adversely affect the political 
process and the rules of the game. 


Politicians should take full advantage of the various 
transition institutions established to ensure success of 
the political transition program. Government will not 
condone or tolerate any act that may undermine our 
efforts to attain the targets set in the political transition 
program. Democracy is based on the spirit of tolerance, 
respect for the view of one another, respect for the laws 
of the land, and above all, commitment to the progress, 
survival, and success of the nation. 


Foreign Policy: Nigeria, our beloved country, as mem- 
ber of the international community, has always been 
alive to her obligations and responsibilities to mankind. 
Since attaining nationhood, we had made notable con- 
tributions to world peace. In that regard, we have main- 
tained a pride of place in the continent of Africa gen- 
erally, and in the West African subregion in particu- 
lar. We made considerable contribution towards eradi- 
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cating colonial rule and racial oppression, particularly 
apartheid in Africa. Following the historic end of the 
Cold War, new economic blocs such as the European 
Union, and the North American Free Trade Agreement 
have emerged. The African Economic Community is 
Africa's response to that trend. In that forum, Nige- 
ria’s Contribution has been appreciable. Happily, relative 
peace has been achieved in the Middle East, thus paving 
the way for economic cooperation. These developments 
will certainly impose new challenges on the developing 
countries including Nigeria. Nigeria's foreign policy in 
the years ahead will therefore seek to meet these chal- 
lenges. 


Recent developments on the international scene have 
led to the growing anxiety of our people to review 
our foreign policy. Such anxieties should be understood 
within the context of the recent hostilities against 
Nigeria. Let me restate that Nigeria's foreign policy 
is dynamic and responsive to different situations, in 
accordance with our sovereign national interest. We are 
very well aware that what we are presently witnessing 
in our relauionship with some countries of the world did 
not arise from our foreign policy. 


Those who have taken the time to find out the true 
Situation of things in Niger... have been persuaded 
beyond reasonable doubt that Nigerians live and will 
continue to live in peace and harmony with one another. 
There is in Nigeria abundant evidence of respect for 
human rights, rule of law, and freedom of expression. 
The Nigerian press remains one of the freest in the wor'd 
today. However, it is also well known the world over 
that the exercise of freedom also entails the need for 
restraint, circumspection, and discretion in the overall 
sovereign national interest. 


This notwithstanding, I must stress that Nigerian sover- 
eignty will never be compromised. We shall maintain 
diplomatic relations with all nations of the world on 
the basis of reciprocity and mutual respect. We shall 
continue to respect and honor all bilateral agreements 
entered into. We remain committed to the international 
obligation of peacekeeping, the observance of funda- 
mental human rights, and the fight against racism and 
international crimes such as drug trafficking, bank fraud, 
and terrorism. 


We maintain and remain committed to obligations to 
promote economic integration in the ECOWAS ([Exo- 
nomic Community of West African States} subregion, 
and the African Economic Community. We shall also 
ceaselessly work toward the realization of African unity. 
We remain grateful to all our international friends who 
have always stood by us in times of peace as well as in 
umes of difficulties. 
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The Dawn of a New Era: Fellow Nigerians, our nation 
has turned a new chapter of its history. We are all 
required more than ever before to apply a greater sense 
of patriotism, hard work, and unity. Let us therefore 
leave no stone unturned during the period of transition 
to lay the foundation for an enduring democracy and 
prosperity. The answers to our problems lie here at 
home. We have resolved at the conference table to 
remain one, indivisible, indissoluble, sovereign nation 
state. oad ee tee SF. for a 
viable polity, an outcome of over three decades of nation 
building. What we have collectively built together, no 
one should attempt to destroy. Accordingly, I call upon 


Our economic and political reforms are meant to have 
lasting and stabilizing effect on our great nation. Hard 
work and productivity should be our guiding principles. 
To our teeming masses who work on the farms, in the 
factories and in market places, your contributions to our 
national development are immeasurably commendable. 
Greater opportunities lie ahead of all us to open up our 
rural areas for development. Let the years that lie ahead 
of us be the years of agrarian and industrial transforma- 
tion. Let this nation march into the 21st century better 
equipped and prepared to face the challenges of the fu- 
ture. No one can do this for us but ourselves. Long live 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Thank you. 


Sierra Leone 


Sterra Leone: INEC To Hold Elections Despite 
Recent Rebel \ttacks 


AB2002143396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 20 Feb 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program hosted by Rick 
Wells) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] There have been reports that 
large numbers of refugees are fleeing northern Sierra 
Leone in the wake of an upsurge in rebel attacks. This 
is yet another potential setback to the elections set to 
take place in less than a week's time. Last week, the 
chief of defense staff, Brigadier George Turay, created 
a storm when he said the Army would not guarantee 
adequate security at polling stations becau*e he could 
not risk reducing strength from the frontlines. Well, the 
man who is organizing the clections is James Jonah, 
chairman of the electoral commission. He is on the line 
from Preetwon now: 


(Wells) Good morning, Mr. Jonah! 
(Jonah) Good morning! 
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{Wells} Can we start.... (pauses) Can I start by asking 
you how much of the setback are these latest reports 
of large numbe:s of refugees fleeing the country in the 
wake of an upsurge of rebe! altacks? 


(Jonah) Well, in the first place, I think some of us have 
been expecting what we call the weekend's surprise, that 
is efforts to disrupt the elections. Now, it is of concern 
to us, but we are thinking of ways to deal with it. The 
chairman and head of state, Chairman Bio, | spoke with 
him yesterday. He told me about the efforts he is making 
to avert this catastrophe for Sierra Leone, and the chief 
of defense staff, George Turay, himself, has been up 
to the north to reassure the people. So, we hope that 
we can take appropriate steps before next Monday [26 


February] to prevent this strategy. 


{Wells} But in light of what Brig. George Turay said 
last week, what can be done to guarantee security at 
polling stations throughout the country? 


[Jonah] Well, there are ways and means. | should know 
the chairman, the following day, reassured the nation 
that the Army will do its best efforts to ensure security. 
I think what is of much concern to us in INEC [Interim 
National Electoral Commission], and | think to the 
public, is a practice which we have seen in the last two 
or three days, whereby the RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front) or other elements have been attacking villages, 
destroying registration cards, ohviously to prevent the 
citizens from voting. That is a very very serious effort, 
and our energies are being sapped, in my judgment, by 
other desperate efforts to look for legal loopholes to 
prevent these elections. 


[Wells] So, do you accept now — so, almost inevitably 
— that in large parts of the country, perhaps, the poll 
could indeed be spoiled? 


[Jonah] Well, we hope not. You see, we have said all 
along in INEC that it will depend on the people. | 
think these attacks and all of this surprise strategy are 
calculated to prevent people from going to the polls. 
And what we are trying to do is to mobilize the people 
and tell them: Don't be afraid, go to the polls in large 
numbers, because those who do not want democracy 
in Sierra Leone do not want a large turnout to find a 
pretext to prevent the civilian government from coming 
into being. 

(Wells) So, just briefly Mr. Jonah, do you think that with 
all that is going on at the moment, the climate really 


is still secure enough in the country to hold credible 
elections? 


(Jonah) Oh yes, we believe that. We believe that, you 
know, we have large numbers of international observers 
already in the country from different parts of the world, 
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and they are observing right now what is going on, 
because observation is not only left to polling day, and 
I think we are confident that we will be able to have 
tranquil elections, particularly after my talk with the 
chairman yesterday. | am confident that he is doing all 
he can to ensure a tranquil situation on election day, 26 


February, next Monday. 


Sierra Leone: Electoral Campaign Continues; 
Leaders Arrive in Bo 


AB1902121896 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The elections in Sierra Leone 
are now just a week away. The second national consul- 
tative conference last week announced that they should 
not be postponed. Since then, political parties have been 
intensifying their campaigns not least in the southern 
town of Bo as our correspondent, Alhassan Sillah, re- 
ports: 

(Begin Sillah recording) First to enter this arena was 
the Sierra Leone People’s Party, SLPP, who inarguably, 
have their strongest support base in this region. No 
sooner than their leader and presidential candidate, Dr. 
Ahmed Tijan Kaba — who hails from the northein 
region — landed here than this town was turned upsice 
down. Whole government departments, schools, and 
other institutions knocked off the day and joined the 
jubilant welcoming party that was seeing an SLPI 
leader in the southern region for the first time in nearly 
20 years. 

Following hard on the heels of the SLPP was the 
controversial National Unity Party, NUP, a party widely 
believed in political circles to have a backing of the 
ruling NPRC [National Provisional Ruling Council] 
military junta. Its leader and presidential candidate, Dr. 
John Karimu, dismissed as finance minister following 
the overthrow of Captain Valentine Strasser, made 
his campaign theme the dunging of these claims. Dr. 
Karimu, while admitting that some members of the 
Army were sympathizers of his party, said that was not 
the same as the party being supported and sponsored by 
the military. 


Mohamed Maya Sill Ah of the National Democratic 
Alliance Party, NAP, caused a furor among women, 
when he arrived here, some of whom took to the 
streets only because, they say, and | quote, the guy is 
handsome. (no end quotation as heard) Others, rather 
more seriously, spread out their wrappers for Sill Ah to 
thread simply because his party merged with that of the 
only female presidential aspirant, Jerry Dean Williams, 
who now is his presidential running mate. 
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Next in: veteran politician, Edward Kargbo, and his Peo- 
ple National Convention, PNC. The most famous part 
of his curriculum vitae reads like a popular (?necessary) 
rhyme. He put at the disposal some of his trucks to the 
military at the START of the rebel war in 1991 — most 
of which he is still to retrieve. 


Rounding up the week was the octogenarian, Dr. John 
Karefa-Smart, and his United National People’s Party, 
NUPP. Seen widely as the Nelson Mandela of Sierra 
Leonean politics, Karefa-Smant, it is, who many see as 
the man who RUF [Revolutionary United Front) leader 
Foday Sankoh, wi!i do business with. 


Meanwhile, loudspeakers and other hailers continue an- 
nouncing the arrival of other political leaders and argu- 
ments among supporters of the various political parties 
as to who will (?win), continue in bars, street corners, 
and other public places unabetted. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Army Reassures Voters of Maximum 
Security During Elections 

AB 1602224796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 16 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Defense Headquarters today 
issued a press release expressing the Army's determina- 
tion to provide maximum security within the resources 
available at its disposal at election time. The release, 
however, notes that as sign of the sincerity and open- 
ness of the parties, each political party should provide a 
total of 100 able-bodied men and women and four rep- 
resentatives to observe and coordinate the various duties 
pertaining to the elections. According to the release, 25 
activists and one representative should report to Defense 
Headquarters in Freetown and the Brigade Headquarters 
in Bo, Kenema, and Makeni starting Monday, 19 Feb- 
ruary. 


Sierra Leone: Chief of Defense Staff Guarantees 
Election Security 

AB1902110296 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 19 Feb 96 | 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) The chief of defense staff, 
Brigadier George Turay, has assured the people of Mak- 
eni of a strong security network to ensure free and fair 
election in the provinces of the country. He advised 
them not to abandon their towns and villages and urged 
them to cooperate with local forces in resisting rebel at- 
tacks which he said are sometimes meant to scare them 
away and loot their property. Brig. George Turay urged 
them to continue to support and cooperate with the sec- 
retary of state, north, and the brigade headquarters to 
(enhance peaceful transition). The secretary of state, 
north, Lieutenant Colonel Edmund Kamara introduced 
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Brig. Turay to the heads of the Makeni community, 
while Paramount Chief (Pius Shebra Kasanga II), wel- 
comed him on behalf of the people. 


Earlier on arrival at Makeni yesterday, Brig. Turay ad- 
dressed officers and men of the brigade high command 
and the second battalion at (?State House) on security 
measures taken and the countdown to elections. In the 
entourage of the chief of defense staff were the director 
of training, defense headquarters, Colonel V.C. Conteh; 
chief of navy staff, Captain A.B. Sesay; and Lieutenant 
Colonel E.S. Adama. 


Sierra Leone: International Observers Arrive To 
Moaitor Elections 


AB1902223396 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 19 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A joint UN and international 
observer group has arrived in Freetown to monitor the 
26 February presidental and parliamentary elections. 
According to a statement released by the UN Electoral 
Assistant Secretary, EAS, in Freetown, the international 
observers will remain in close contact with the Interim 
National Electoral Commission, INEC, the government, 
political parties, and the diplomatic community. 


The statement says the group will monitor and report 
any possible complaints to the INEC and appropri- 
ate government bodies for likely implementation of the 
electora’ law. The EAS, the statement continues, wel- 
comes information from various quarters on the elec- 
toral process after the observations of the international 
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observers will be incorporated into a joint statement and 
report on the elections. [sentence as heard) 


Sierra Leone: Commonwealth Team Arrives To 
Monitor Elections 


AB1902133596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 19 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) A team of Commonwealth 
observers have arrived in Sierra Leone at the request 
of the Commonwealth secretary general, Chief Emeka 
Anyaoku, to observe the [words indistinct] its presiden- 
ual and parliamentary elecuons. The team’s arrival fol- 
lows an invitation from the NPRC [National Provisional 
Ruling Council) government and (words indistinct] a 
Commonwealth planning mission. According to a re- 
lease issued by the Commonwealth observers (?yester- 
day) in Freetown, the observers, who came from various 
Commonwealth countries, [words indisunct] and not as 
representatives of their respective governments or orga- 
nizations. The release said that the objective is to ob- 
serve the organization and (words indistinct) according 
to the laws of Sierra Leone and form an impressive 
government of credibility (for the country). The Com- 
monwealth observers [words indistinct]. They will also 
remain in contact with the Interim National Electoral 
Commission, INEC. The observer team is also expected 
to present a report to the Commonwealth secretary gen- 
eral who, in turn, will make it available to the NPRC 
government, the political parties and thereafter, to all 
Commonwealth governments. 
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